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much surprised at the conduct of the majority of | 


the committee, in a case that caused so much so- 
licitude. He would be very happy, if, consistently 
with the obligations imposed upon him, he could 
decide in favor of the contestant; but, on such a 
subject, he must divest himself of all prejudice, and 
do justice. His motto was, fiat justitia, ruat ca- 
fum—let justice be done, though the heavens fall. | 
He protested against the argument of the majority 
of the committee—that is to say, of the falsely | 
called majority. He was sorry that the chairman | 
of a dignified committee had allowed himself to 
treat in so discourteous a manner the views of the | 
minority of the committee, He concluded by pro- | 
testing against the action of the committee, in seek- 
ing evidence through illegal channels. It was a | 
new mode, and one that he could not adopt. 

Mr. S. JONES would be able (he said) to sat- | 
isfy the gentleman from Michigan as to the cor- | 
rectness of the course of the majority of the com- 
mittee, and especially as to their decisions upon 
No. land No. 2; after which, he hoped the gen- 
tleman would agree with him that the contestant 
was entitled to the seat. It would be found, by 
the caption of No. 1, that it contained the returns 
of the judges of probate to the Secretary of State. 
No. 2 contained the returns made by the inspect- 
ors of the election. He proceeded to read portions | 
of these returns, and to explain their character, 
and to argue from them that the contestant was 
entitled to the seat. 

At half-past three o’clock, Mr. J., without con- 
cluding, yielded the floor to a motion that the 
committee rise; and the committee rose, 

And the House adjourned. 


| 
| 





PETITIONS, &. 


The following petitions and memorials were pre- 


sented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees? 


| 

By Mr. HENLEY: The petition of James McCutcheon, | 
praying compensation for losses sustained during the year 
1812 by General Hopkins’s army: referred to the Committee 
of Claims. The petition of Caleb Bell, administrator of 
Matthew Bell, deceased, late of Indiana, asking Congress to 
pay the heirs of said Matthew a balance due at the time of 
his death, as a dragoon in the Black Hawk campaign. | 

By Mr. POLLOCK: The petition of William A. Lloyd || 
and 156 others citizens of Northumberland county, Penn- || 
sylvania, praying that the postmaster at the town of,North- 
umberland, Pennsylvania, be allowed an annual salary in 
lieu of the compensation now received by law—the post 
office at that place being a distributing office, and the com- 
pensation insufficient, &c. 

By Mr. LEWIS: The petition of citizens of New York, 
praying for the restoration of the duty on soda ash, &e. 

By Mr. J. G. CHAPMAN: The memorial of James Meads 
for remuneration for property lost and destroyed by the en- 
emy in the last war. : 

By Mc. M. L. MARTIN: The petition of citizens of Mil- 
waukie and Washington counties, Wisconsin, for a post- 
route from Prairieville to Limestone; referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. The petition of 
citizens of Washington county for a harbor and light-house 
at Sauk harbor, in Wisconsin: referred to the Committee 
onCommerce. The petition of citizens of Sheboygan coun- 
ty, Wisconsin, for a harbor at Sheboygan: referred to the | 
Committee on Commerce. The petition of citizens of Wis- | 
consin for an appropriation on road from Milwaukie to | 
Madison. The petition of citizens of Washington county | 
for an appropriation on road from Sauk harbor to Dekowa, | 
in Wisconsin. The petition of citizens of Milwaukie and | 


other counties, Wisconsin, for an appropriation on road | 
from Milwaukie to Fond du Lac. 
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| By Mr. J. B. HUNT: The petition of Samuel Gregory, 
of Michigan, a revolutionary soldier, for a pension: referred 
| to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. FICKLIN: The resolutions from the Legislature 
of the State of Indiana, for the imprevement of the Missis- 
sippi, Ohio, and Wabash rivers. 

By Mr. MOSELEY : The petition and proofs of Amanda 
King, widow of John W. Fox, deceased, for compensation 
for property destroyed at Buffalo during the late war with 
Great Britain, 

By Mr. DODGE: The joint resolution of the Council and 
House of Representatives of the ‘Territory of Lowa, instruct- 
ing the Delegate in Congress to use his intluence in procu- 
ring the establishment of an additional land office in said 
Territory : referred to the Committee on Publie Lands. Al- 
sO, another joint resolution from the same body instructing 
the Delegate in Congress to use his influence in obtaining 
an appropriation of $3,000, to build a bridge over Flint river 
in said ‘Territory: referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals Also, the petition of Daniel T. Furguson, and one 
hundred and sixteen others, citizens of lowa, praying for an 
appropriation of $15,000 for the improvement of the naviga- 

| ion of Wapsipinecon river: referred to the Committee on 
| Commerce. Also, the petition of P. Prescott, Indian inter- 
preter for the United States at Saint Peter’s, praying an 
| increase of compensation : referred to the Committee on 


| Indian Affairs. 








IN SENATE. 
Wepvnespay, January 21, 1846. 
The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a 
communication from the Secretary of the Navy, 
enclosing a report, showing the names of clerks 


‘| and other persons employed in that department 


during the year 1845, together with the several 
amounts paid to them, &c.; also, In relation to the 
employment of extra clerks in that office; which 


| was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. TURNEY presented the petition of John | 
A. Rogers, praying compensation for his services | 


as inspector and examiner of the several land 
offices in Alabama and Mississippi; which was 
= to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DIX presented the memorial of the Chamber 
of Commerce of the city of New York, praying 
the pilot laws passed on the 2d of March, 1837, 
may not be repealed, as asked by petition of the 
pilots a few days since; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. D. also presented the petition of Godfrey 
Pattison, for himself and others, merchants in the 
city of New York, praying the reimbursement of 
certain duties illegally exacted of them by the col- 
lector for that port; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented the petition of 


Samuel A. Morse, praying to be allowed a credit 


State of Maine; whitch was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 


crease of the duties on soda ash, barilla, and sal- 
soda; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. D. also presented the petition of masters of 
vessels engaged in navigation on Lake Erie, pray- 
ing an appropriation for the completion and light- 


ing of Cattaraugus harbor; which was referred to | 


the Committee on Commerce. 
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Mr. W. also presented the petition of Calvin 
Read, for compensation for timber under the same 
transaction; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. NILES presented additional documents re- 
lating to the petition of Wm. Pennoyer for a pen- 
sion; Which were referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. JOHNSON, ‘of Louisiana, presented the 
petition of the heirs of the late Abner L. Dunean, 
praying indemnity for loss by the seizure and con- 
demnation of a vessel and cargo, by the United 
States brig Saranac, in the year 1897, for an al- 
leged violation of the neutrality laws of the United 
States; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SPEIGHT stated that at the time of the ap- 
pointnent of standing committees, he was placed 
upon the Committee on Military Affairs, and the 
Committee on Public Lands, and subsequently on 
the Committee on Finance; his health, however, 
would not permit him to discharge the duties of 
these several committees, and he was therefore un- 
der the necessity of asking to be discharged from 
the Commitiee on Public Lands. 

No objection being made, Mr. S. was excused. 

On motion of Mr. SPEIGHT, the Chair was em- 
powered to fill the vacancy in the Committee on 
Public Lands; whereupon 

The PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Cnatmers. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on Publie 
Lands, to whom was referred a resolution passed 
by the Legislature of Arkansas on the subject, re- 
ported a bill giving the assent of Congress toa 


| change of the compact entered into between the 


United States and the State of Arkansas, on her 
admission into the Union; which was read a first 


| time, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom the subject was referred, 
reported a bill providing for the adjustment of all 
suspended land claims in the United States and 
Territories, without amendment. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
to whom was referred the bill for the relief of Ben- 
jamin Adams and others, reported the same with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerte, 


|| reported a bill to amend an act entitled “‘An act to 


provide arevenue from imports, and to change and 


| modify existing laws imposing duties on imports, 
for several items rejected by the accounting | 


officers in the settlement of his accounts as col- | 
lector for the district of Passamaquoddy in the | 


and for other yoses.”? 


Mr. D. said this bill was reported in pursuance 
of a resolution referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, to inquire into the expediency of establish- 


F || ing a warehouse system for the storage of imported 
Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of | 


citizens of Portland, New York, praying an in- | 


goods, and authorizing them to report by bill. 
The committee did not recommend a new or com- 
plex system; but they believed that the objects in 
view might be accomplished by a simple amend- 


| mentof the act of the 30th August, 1842—the tariff 


act of that year; the bill had been framed accord- 
ingly. It would be printed under the rules of the 
Senate; Senators would have an opportunity of 


examining the subject with the deliberation its 
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|| importance required ; and as its provisions would 

Mr. D. further presented the memorial of the || be fully explained when it should come up for 

Long Island Railroad Company, praying that cer- || consideration, he would confine himself to stating 

tain duties paid by them on railroad iron may be || now, as he had done, its general purpose. 

refunded; which was referred to the Committee on || The bill was read a first time. 

Finance. || Mr. DAYTON, from the Committee on the Post 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented the | Office and Post Roads, reported a joint resolution 


By Mr. RUSSELL: The petition of Charles Cartwrite, of | 
Clinton county, New York, for an increase of pension, &e:: | 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. | 

By Mr. JULIUS ROCKWELL: The petition of G. F. 

henen, and 19 others, citizens of La Fayette, Onondaga 
county, New York, praying that provision may be made for 
the settlement of national differences without resort to war. | 

By Mr. DE MOTT: The petition of citizens of Wayne 


for loss of property, and imprisonment by the en- || Fuller, accompanied by a report; which was or- 


emy, during the last war with Great Britain; which {| dered to be printed. The joint resolution was read 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


By Mr. SAWYER: The petition of 360 citizens of Ohio, | 
: the completion of the national road in said State: re- | 
erred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


By Mr. WILLIAM G. BROWN: The memorial of the | 


|| a first time. 
Board of Trade of 


‘ C e of the city of Wheeling, praying Congress 
© provide against the great delay and danger attending the 


Mr. JENNESS presented the petition of Benja- 
min Watson, praying a pension; which was re- 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, made a report adverse to the 


| 
| 
| 

county, New York, for improving the harbor at Pultney. || Petition of S. D. Duvall, praying for remuneration || for the relief of Orlando Saltmarsh and William 
ville, on Lake Ontario. 
| 
| 


i si iti : 3 whi dered to 
transportati ; a the || ferred to the Committee on Pensions. _ || petition of Zadok Huntley; which was or 
ng he Ono ote Waited State, by bids: || “Mr. WESTCOTT presented the petition of Geo. || be printed. | 
Woods, and six hundred others, citizens of Ohio county, || W. Walton, praying compensation for timber fur- Mr. J. also asked that the Committee on Pen- 
'rginia, praying Congress to bridge the Ohio river at the 


\| nished for the erection of a fort at Mandarin, in || sions be discharged from “the further consideration 

: \| the State of Florida, under a contract with an offi- || of the petition of Ramsey, and that the same 

on? Mr. MORRIS: The petition of John Brookoon, of || cet of the Government; which was referred to the || be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs; 
ee , of | 


©, for a pension, 1} Committee on Claims. _ \ which was ordered, no objection being made. 


city Sees, accompanied with a draught of the pro- 
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RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. ASHLEY submitted the following resolu- 


tion: which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 


be instructed to inquire into the expediensy of pro- 
viding by law for the more effectual publication of 
the law 4 of the United States , throughout the sev- 
eral States and Territories. 

Mr. DICKINSON submitted the following reso- 
lution: which was agreed ta: 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the Committee on Finance be di- 
rected to inquire into the expediency of remitting 
to the Mohawk and Hudson Railroad Company 
the duty paid by them, or on their account, on cer- 
tain iron rails, import d and laid down permanently 
on said railroad since the year [s3e. 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. BAGRY, in pursuance of notice heretofore 
given, introduced the following joint resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of smerica in Congress assem- 
bled. two thirds of both Houses concurring, ‘That the 
following amendments, when ratified in the man- 
ner provided for in the 5th article, shall be added to, 
and form a part of, the Consutution of the United 
tates, that 1s to say: 

1. The Pr ident and Vice President shall be 
elected for the term of six years, but neither of them 
shall be eligible to either of said offices after the ex- 
piration of the term for w hich they shall have been 
electe d. 

2 No member of either House of Congress shall, 
durine the time for which he ts elected, nor for four 
years thereafter, be eligible to the office of Presi- 
dent or Vice Pre sident of the United State 

3. No member of either House of Congress shall, 
during the time for which he 1s elected, be eligible 
to either of the following offices under the Govern- 
ment of the United States, that 1s to say: the office 
of Secretary of State; the office of Seere tary of the 
Treasury; the ofice of S« cretary of War; the office 
of Secretary of the Navy; the office of Attorne y 
General; or the office of Postmaster General. 

Mr. BAGBY said, in presenting these resolu- 
tions I desire t 





to be understood that they have not 
been the result of any conference with any human 
being, but that they are the result of my own de- 
liberate reflection, aided by some little experit nee 
of the nature and tendency of our political system. 
‘The first of the series of propositions which I have 
the honor to submit contains no new matter. It 
proposes the ¢ stablishment of the one-term princi- 
ple, and to extend the Presidential term to six 
vears, instead of four years, as now limited by the 
Constitution of the United States. I deem it un- 
necessary to say anyt! ing in favor of that propo- 
sition, because I believe it has received the rene ral 
sanction of public men of all parties, and of the 
country at large. The second series of proposi- 
tions I regard as the most important of all. Al- 
though propositions have been hitherto made to 
both Houses of Congress, having for the object 
the purification of the administration of the Gov- 
ernment, and the establishment of the vital princi- 
ples of the Government itself on a more secure and 
permanent foundation; but so far as my recollec- 
tion goes, the proposition which I have now the 
honor to offer has not been submitted before this 
time to the consideration of Congress or of the 
people of the United States. Of all the objects 
that occupied the attention of the framers of the 


Constitution, no one obtained a larger portion of 


it than the separation—the permanent separation— 
of the several powers of the Government, and the 
distribution of them to three separate and distinct 
bodies. As it now stands, the Constitution carries 
out that great vital principle in theory. The ob- 


ject of my proposition is to carry out that princi- | 


ple in practice. It is designed to establish a per- 
manent barrier between the Executive and the 
Legislative departments of the Government. The 
third proposition has been submitted to the consid- 
eration of Congress and the country, and it is this: 
to render members of Both houses of Congress in- 
eligible to certain specified offices during the time 
for which they have been elected members of Con- 
gress, to wit: the office of Secretary of State, of 


Secretary of the Treasury, of Secretary of War, of 
Secretary of the Navy, of the Attorney General of 
the United States, and of the Postmaster General of 
the United States. The object of that provision is to 
carry out still further the great line of separation 
and of demarcation between the different depart- 
ments of this Government. In submitting this 
resolution, I wish to be indulged with another 
remark. I have not been influenced by any un- 
generous, any unkind, any improper feeling towards 
the present, or any past Administration of the Gov- 
ernment. ‘The cries of intrigue, and treachery, 
and corruption—whatever influence they may have 
exercised in other quarters—have made no impres- 
sion on my mind, On looking back to the founda- 
tion of the Government, I find much to approve, 
to commmend, and to admire in the practice and 
conduct of every Administration. By their suc- 
cessive efforts they have elevated us from the hum- 
ble and dependent condition of a handful of perse- 
cuted colonists, to the highest rank amongst the 
nations of the earth. One other remark I desire 
to make. I have not been influenced by any mis- 
appreciation of the talents, patriotism, or purity 
which have always pervaded the councils of the 
nation since I have had the honor of a participa- 
tion in the direction of public affairs. On the con- 
trary, I am free to acknowledge that at all times 
there have been members of Congress who, with 
my fullest approbation, might have been elevated 
to the highest offices in the gift of the country; and 
amongst the men whom I regard as thus qualified 
on account of their talents, patriotism, statesman- 
ship, and everything that fits man for high office, 
I recognise with perfect sincerity gentlemen who 
are opposed to me in polities. [ have brought for- 
ward this resolution irrespective of men, of par- 
ties, and with the sole view of laying deeper the 
foundations of our system, and carrying out that 
great principle—I mean the separation of the de- 
partments of the Government; a principle, in the 
faithful adherence to which depends, in my hum- 
ble opinion, not only the purity, but the very 
existence of that Government. 2 

The joint resolution was then read a first time, 
and passc d to a second reading. . 

It was also, on motion of Mr. B., ordered to be 
printed and laid on the table, to be considered ai a 
future day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The act from the House of Representatives en- 
titled “*An act to regulate writs of error from the 
district court of the United States for the middle 
district of Alabama,’’ was then taken up, read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 


AUGMENTATION OF THE NAVY. 
On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, the bill hereto- 


fore reported by him, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, providing for the augmentation of the 
naval force of the United States, and for other pur- 
poses, was taken up, with a view to assign a day 
for its consideration. 

The bill was read a second time, and is as fol- 
lows, viz: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
President of the United States be,and he is hereby, author- 
ized to cause to be built, equipped, and employed in the 
naval service of the United States, TEN sTEAM-SHIPs, or 
vessels of war, to be constructed of iron, if practicable, to 
wit: Three of the class of frigates, five of the class of sloops 
of war, and two of a smaller class. 

Sec. 2. «dnd be it further enacted, That the President be, 
and he is hereby, further authorized, if in his opinion, at 
any time before the commencement of the next regular ses- 
sion of Congress, the publie exigencies should require it, to 
cause to be completed all the frigates and sloops of war now 
upon the stocks, and to repair and put into active service 
all the sloops or vessels of war now in ordinary. 

Sec. 3. 4nd be it further enacted, That the President be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to purchase or collect such 
naval supplies, materials, and ordnance, as his judgment 
may deem the public interest requires, limiting the amount 
to the appropriation for this purpose hereinafterwards made. 

Sec. 4. ind be it further enacted, That, in carrying into 
effect the first section of this bill, the President be, and he 
is hereby, authorized to cause said ships or vessels to be 
built under cogtract, if, in his opinion, the public interest 
would thereb¢ be promoted. 

Sec. 5. nd be it further enacted, That, for the purpose of 
carrying into effect the foregoing provisions, the sum of five 
millions six hundred and twenty-five thousind dollars—to 
wit: for the building and equipping the ships and vessels 
provided for in the first section of this bill, two millions 
nine hundred and twenty thousand dollars; for completing 
the ships and vessels now upon the stocks, one million five 
hundred and twenty thousand dollars; for repairs of ships 
and vessels in ordinary, six hundred and twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars; for the purehase of naval supplies, materials, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. TURNEY., from the Committee on Claims, | 
to whom was referred the memorials of: Joseph 
Radcliff and of Amos Huntly, reporte d ** that the | 
committee be discharged from their further con- 
sideration.”’ 


Jan. 9 I ; 


and ordnance, five hundred thousand dollars—he and 
same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any mou, 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, + me 

Sec. 6 dad be it further enacted, That so much of the fire: 
section of the act approved Mareh 3d, 1845, entitled “A, 
‘act making appropriations for the naval service for the v e 
‘ending the 30th of Jane, 1846,” as limits the whole ono 
ber of petty officers, seamen or ordinary seamen. landsme 7 
and boys, in the uaval service, to seven thousand five jy), 
dred, be, and the same is hereby, repealed 


The PRESIDENT announced that it was yoy 
before the Senate as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD remarked, that when }y 
called up the bill, he designed to name a dav for 
its consideration; but from the diversity of i 
ion which he had heard expressed in this part; 
lar, and considering the time named hy some of 
his friends as too far distant, he was willins to | 
the bill stand in its place on the calendar in 
lar order. 

Mr. SPEIGHT inquired whether he understood 
the Senator from Maine as not pressing ¢| 
sideration of the bill at this time. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD replied affirmatively, 

Mr. SPEIGHT had no feneral re marks i 
make. He, however, considered this to be o 
of the most important measures introduced dur; 
this session. He was opposed to the bill at ti. 
time; but not for reasons, perhaps, which wou! 
operate on other Senators who might oppose it. [f 
we were to have war, let us go the whole hoe, I) 
that case he would vote for ample supplies. Bir: 
first let us wait to see whether this evil was to 
come upon us, and then equip the army and navy. 
He was opposed to taking up the subject by pix 
meal. In the opinion of Senators, nothing 
known with certainty. Therefore he was wil! 
for the postponement of the bill; and moved th 
it be laid upon the table. 

Mr. EVANS inquired how the bill came before 
the Senate, and whether it had been taken up in 
its order on the calendar? 

Mr. SPEIGHT would mform the Senator. Thy 
Senator from Maine called it up for the purpose of 
naming a day for its consideration. : 

Mr. EVANS said that he understood the bill 
had been taken up ostensibly for that purpose; 
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' but he did net know that any vote had been tak 


on the question of considering it. 

Mr. SIMMONS remarked, that he understood 
the Senator from Maine to express a willingness 
for the bill to remain in its order on the calendar 

Mr. FAIRFIELD said that when he moved to 
take up the bill, it was his intention to name Mon- 
day or Tuesday next for its consideration; } 
some Senators around him having evinced a dis 
position to postpone it to a more distant day, he 
thou®ht that the bill would stand a better chance: 
on the calendar in its regular order. ‘Therefore hi 
had declined making any motion. 

Mr. SPEIGHT moved to lay the bill on the 
table. 

The question was taken on the motion to lay th: 
bill on the table, and it was decided in the neza- 
tive—ayes 12, noes 23. 

Mr. SEVIER then moved to postpone the con- 
sideration of the bill to the 10th of February. 

Myr. WESTCOTT expressed the hope that the 
Senator from Maine oud name some early day 
!f{e thought the measure important, whether or 
not we were to have war with Mexico, England, 
or any other power. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD named next Tuesday. | 

The PRESIDENT inquired of the Senator from 
Arkansas whether he insisted on his motion’ 

Mr. SEVIER said he did, so that they might 
consider this with the bills made the order for that 
dlay. ae 

Mr. YULEE remarked that it was distinctly 


. 3] i< Te. 
_ derstood by the committee, when the bill was! 


ported, that it was not presented as a war measure. 
Therefore, to view it in that light, would be im- 
proper. The main purpose of the bill was _— - 
thorize, in part, a steam navy for the defence of the 
country, including more especially that of the Gi 

of Mexico, for which at present there was no _ 
quate force. There was another clause of the 1 
which gave authority, if the emergency require 

it, to complete the shies and vessels now on the 
stocks, and call into requisition those In aamenery 
If it was the opinion of the Senate that this woul 


_ not be necessary before the next session, they could 


strike out this section. The bill proposed curt 
crease the steam branch of our navy. If the vesse's 


were to be built, the material used in their construc: 
tion would be iron, and for the express purpose 0! 
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domestic, home defence, adapted to the shallow 
vaters of the Gulf of Mexico and the western 
we ‘ . 

waters. Some such measure, in our present con- 


dition, m : 
It was the most economical means to increase the 


navy ever presented. Vessels built of iron would 
et for a hundred years, and, if they were not re- 
cyired, could be laid by without the necessity of 
expending a dollar to keep them in condition for ser- 
vice. It was merely an extension of the course 
heretofore pursued of collecting materials for ma- 
king a navy in case of emergency. Live oak, asa 
iaterial for this purpose, was cut and put in shape 
fr the construction of vessels, and, by passing this 
hill, we would merely put iron in the shape of ves 
els, and keep them until it should be necessary to 
call them into use. He hoped the bill would take 
the ordinary course, if it was not the pleasure of 


it was proper sheuld be broucht forward, | 


she Senate to name an early day for its considera- | 


“\ir. FAIRFIELD said it seemed to him that all 
this discussion was out of place and out of order, 

id he did not rise to precipitate debate at this 
He merely wished to remark, that he dif- 


S.) would vote millions for the navy in atime of 
profound peace? Ile was willing to vote for a par- 
tial increase of the navy; but he thought it betrayed 
inconsistency to see Senators not standing up for 


the notice—from which they apprehended war 


| would result—yet calling upon him to vote for ap- 


propriations to prepare for war! If they would 
vote for the notice, he would vote for the bill to the 


| fullest extent. 


Mr. J. M. CLAYTON asked whether he had 


not correctly understood the Senator’s former 


| views as having undergone some little variation ? 


red from his friend on the committee, who had | 


undertaken to assign the views and the grounds on 
whieh the bill had been presented. He regarded 
the bill as having no reference to the question of 
peace or war; hence no report accompanied it; but 
1) was lefi to Senators to place their support of the 
hill on such grounds as they might prefer. The 
the language of the committee; and 
there was no distinction or particular service 
named for the proposed additional naval force 
either in whole or in part. 
Mr. SEVIER remarked, that if this was a peace 
measure. there was no oceasion for naming an early 
v for its consideration, and he sugeested to his 
friend from Maine that the bill might be endanger- 
ed by any precipitate action. For his own part, 
ia ease the notice to Great Britain should be agreed 
on. he would vote for the bill, but not otherwise. 
\lr. WESTCOTT objected to the postponement 
February. On the 10th of that month other 
iatters would be considered relating entirely to 
Oreeon; and he could not conceive how this could 
also then be discussed. He hoped that the meas- 
es would not be mixed up together. He repeated 


1 ka 
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that he hoped the Senator from Maine would ad- | 


cvested, and that the Senator from Arkansas 

ould not press his motion. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON said he did not under- 
| very clearly the course of the Senator from 

An early day in the past month, the 
itor from Arkansas [Mr. SeviER] distinctly 

ld the Senate that a war with England was in- 


' 
evita’, 


ere to the day, a day early next week, already 


rKahsas. 


tion for such an event was to be made in the 
uber, they found the Senator not ready and 
villing to meet it! On the contrary, the Senator had 
proposed to postpone the consideration of the bill 
to the 10th of February. He would inquire of the 
Senator whether he had changed his opinion? Did 
e now believe war was inevitable or not? If he 
velieved war was inevitable, why not prepare for 
> Why oppose or delay the first effective move- 
nent to place us ina state of preparation? He 
Mr. C.) looked on the bill as very important, 
vith reference to either peace or war. In any 
event, the bill should have his support. 


Now, when the first effective prepara- || he has heard intimations that the notice will not 


He [Mr. Sevier] no longer thought that war was 
inevitable, but that it depended on the passage of 
the joint resolution to give the notice to Eneland. 
Did he so understand the Se nator ? 

Mr. SEVIER ri phic d, Yes. 

Mr. CLAYTON remarked, then the Senator’s 
position was somewhat different now. War was 
not now inevitable, but it depended on the contin- 
gency whether Congress shall give, or shall not 
five the notice! The Senator had aske d him (Mr. 
Crayton) whether he would go for the notice. In 
reply, he would say that when the question should 
be presented, he would respond to the question with- 
out hesitation. For the present, he desired to look 
forward and see what course some other matters 
took. Hedid not inform the Senator that he would 
not vote for the notice. Butif he understood, as the 


| Senator did, that the notice would bring on war, he 


would, WwW ithout the slightest hesitation, Oppose the 
notice; and he would only vote for the notice in 
case he should consider it a pacific measure, tend- 
ing to a continuation of a negotiation between this 
country and England—a measure not leading to 
war, but preventing war. The honorable Senator 
and himself might entertain different views as to 
the effect of the notice, but it would now be out of 
place to go into this question. He would do so 
hereafter. As to the proposition to postpone the 
consideration of the bill, he would re eret it if it was 
put off until the 10th of February, and he hoped 
that the motion of the Senator from Maine would 
prevail. When it should come up, he would sup- 
port the bill, whether there was to be war or not. 

Mr. SEVIER. My opinion is, that the Senator 
has not walked up to the mark Lexpected. I sup- 
posed every man would stand up to the notice. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I wish to ascertain from the 
gentleman whether anything has fallen from me, 
here or elsewhere, justifying his opinion that T will 
not walk up to the notice? He will see at the 
proper time how I will walk up to the notice. 

Mr. HANNEGAN. [regard the question pre- 
cisely as stated by my friend from Delaware, and 
dissent entirely from the opinion expressed by my 
friend from Arkansas. In the first place, he says 
ass. | apprehend an entirely different result from 
all that has been said, and from every demonstra- 
tion that has been made on both sides of the cham- 


| ber. 


iol view it necessarily as a war measure, but for | 


the defence of our country, not as to circumstances 
to come now, but hereafter. 


le would not go with them to prepare for war? 
Mr. SEVIER said that his opinions had under- 
cone no change; but he desired, so far as practica- 


‘ey to consider the measures made the order of the || 
‘ay for the 10th of February and this bill tong 


‘iconnexion. The Senate should have his™vote 


‘0 pass the resolugion giving notice for the termi- 
hation of the convention between this country and 
Great Britain. Could they depend on the co-ope- 
‘alin, for this purpose, of the Senator from Dela- 
Ware? 
hotice would not 
of the 
Voted 


pass. Two or three propositions 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. Aten] had been 
— owe by yeas and nays; and could he not 
“om oon opinion from what he had seen and 
‘card? He feared they would go home as they 
came here—doing nothing in relation to Oregon, 
ne hot supporting the President in his recommen- 
‘tion. And did the Senator suppose that he (Mr. 


: He asked the Sena- | 
* whether they were to entertain the opinion that | 


He was inclined to believe, however, the | 





P 


| countries in their existing relations. 


He did |) 


Mr. SEVIER. I have my doubts. 

Mr. HANNEGAN. The Senator from Arkan- 
sas apprehends war as inevitable from giving the 
notice. I hold that the passage of the notice will 
be the great peace measure—the great measure 
which alone can result in peace between the two 
If that notice 
Is not given, [ can see but one result, and that is, 
that England will become more arrogant and more 
domineering in her demands on our Pacific border. 
So faras the bill now before the Senate is con- 
cerned, I regard it not as a war, but as a peace 
measure. What has been our history for the last 
twelve years, since I became a member of the Con- 
gress of the United States? Do we not recollect 
when difficulty was anticipated from France, the 
ery was, **Oh, we must wait, we must hold back!” 


Although at that time the destinies of the country 


| were in the hands of that man of mighty soul and 


iron will, yet the cry of both Houses was, ‘* Hold | 
| back, and get ready !” 


And now, when difficulty 
with England was anticipated by some, when the 
President has sent forth a proclamation to the 
whole civilized world that the American republic 


will not tolerate any further interference with the , 


affairs of this continent, or any further settlement 
by foreign Powers—in view of all these things, 
and with difficulty staring us in the face, gentle- 
men are unwilling to go on and appropriate one 


| dollar for the purpose of putting the country in a 


| proper posture of defence. 


When we are told 


'frem the seaboard that the houses and property of 
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our cluize ns are subj et to desolation the Very tho- 
ment that the war-trump sounds, is it net time to 
prepare for defence? If we do not now prepare 
for the defence of our seaboard, when will we pre- 
pare? With an overflowing treasury—a surplus 
of more than seven millbons—the country in a 
state of prosperity altogether unparalleled in the 
history of nations—I ask, is it not the part of wise 
men—is it notour solemn and pressing duty to 
lace ourselves in a posture to strike a decisive 
low, if ablow should be required? Is not this 
the proper course to be pursued at this crisis, in- 
stead of talking and talking of war in both Houses, 
but never intending to act, never getting ready to 
act? | say again, this is a peace measure, Let 
the world see that we are ready to repel any act 
of aggression, come from what quart rit may, and 
my life for it, by so doing you afford the best 
guaranty of continued peace, I dislike, sir, to 
hear war talked about—to see the subject bandied 
about as hoys play at marbles—treated with so 
much indifference. ‘ Let not the trump be sound- 
ed till the sword be drawn.’ That is the moral of 
a be autiful allegory W hich de ply lmpre SN ad my 


mind. Il would be governed by it. Wo to him 
Who sounds the trumpet before he draws the 
sword! Let us be ready, with the sword in our 


hand, to defend ourselves. Lam in favor of en- 


tering, at the earliest possible day, on the consid- 
eration of this bill. 


Mr. ALLEN. The question before the Senate 
is not whether this bill shall become a law, but it 
is, on What day will the Senate proce ed to consider 
that question. A bill is intredueed which pro- 
poses to appropriate, 1 believe, five and a half 
millions of dollars in connexion with the public 
defences of the country. It is proposed ata time 
peace or war—however 
1 unwisely—is discussed in the two 
Houses of Congress and in the country. That 
discussion of the question of peace or war has 
arisen out of the character of measures introduced 
into both Hlouses of Coneress relative to the ex- 
tension of the laws of the United States over a 
territory rightfully belonging to the United States 
on the Pacific ocean. It has been in that diseus- 
sion that this question of peace or war has been 
agitated. Whether rightfully or wrongfully, the 
introduction of these measures has given rise to 
this discussion—some Senators arguing that the 
adoption of these measures must necessarily lead 
to war, other Senators doubting the accuracy of 
that epinion. The measures have been opposed 
upon the ground, by some Senators, that they 
might, by some Senators that they inevitably 
would, lead to a state of war between the two 
countries. The introduction of the se measures— 
the proposition to give notice, and the bill to ex- 
tend the laws of the United States over this terri- 
tory—has, then, I say, given rise, whether right- 
fully or wrongfully, to a discussion of the question 
of peace or war. Now 

Mr. MANGUM. Irise to a point of order. I 
submit to the Chair, without any remark, whether 
a discussion of this range, on a mere question to 
postpone the consideration of a bill to a day desig- 
nated, is in order. I submit that without a word 
of remark. 

Mr. ALLEN. The Senator, and I presume the 
Senate, must perceive that I am not going into 
any discussion of the question of war. Iam merely 
alluding to the circumstances which, in my opin- 
ion, ought to influence the Senate in fixing a day. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he considered 
the discussion as having taken too wide a range. 
He had not hitherto interfered, but he hoped Sen- 
ators would confine themselves to the question of 
postponement. Ls j 

Mr. ALLEN proceeded Now, sir, I am of 
opinion, and I believe I may safely say that every 
Senator is of opinion, that the passage of this no- 
tice, the passage of the bill which it is proposed 


when the question of 
wisely or 





| to submit to the consideration of the Senate, will 
| ceive no rightful cause of war; that in those meas- 


ures there will be nothing found to justify Great 
sritain in a declaration of war. But what will 
be her course of conduct on the passage of these 
measures is another question, and one about which 
Senators are divided in opinion. But what I start- 
ed with the design to say was this: that inasmuch 
as the discussion with regard to the question of 
peace or war has arisen on the presentation of 
measures in relation to the Oregon Territory, it 
seems to me that these two subjects of giving the 
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notice and of extending the laws of the United | 
States over the Oregon Territory, and that of ma- 
king the preparations necessary to meet: that con- 
tingency which may arise upon this giving of the 
notice, are subjects to be properly considered at 
one and the same time. Some Senators may im- 
agine, as probably they do, that notwithstanding 
the passage of these measures will constitute no 
just ground of war, yet Great Britain may think 
prope rto gotowar. Some Senators are willing 
to vote five or one hundred millions, the notice 
being civen, who would not vote a farthing, the 
notice being refused. Yet these Senators may be- 
lieve—sincerely believe—that the passage of the 
vives Great Britain no just cause of war; | 
but she may think otherwise; and therefore, on 
the passage of the notice, we ought to prepare for 
every contingency that may arise. Well, I think 
these measures are part and parcel of the same 
thine: for, say what you will, [ask the Senate to 
put this question delibe rately to itself: Suppose 
there existed no controversy about the Oregon 
Territory, would this body vote an appropriation 
in one year to swell the naval estimates to the 
amount of five millions? [A voice: * Five and a 
half millions.’’] I presume not. I presume no 
Senator would feel justified in so voting, Well, 
then, l put another question: Suppose nothing be 
done relative to the Oregon ‘Territory, Great Bri- 
tain will enjoy all the advantages of our ** masterly 
inactivity,’ and she will be content—quite con- 
tent—to let things remain as they are: Where- 
fore, then, make an appropriation of five millions 
and a halfto meet an unchanged condition of af- 
fairs? Why make such an appropriation to mect 
a contingency that does not exist, and to which 
your measures cannot give rise? "These are the 
two views of the subject which I designed to 
resent; and I repeat them: If no difficulty arises 
eran the two countries on the subject of the 
Oregon Territory, would any man vote five mil- 
hons—— ; 

Mr. HANNEGAN. Yes, sir, I would. 

Mr. ALLEN. Then, sir, you would throw away 
the money, and this, after all, is only one vote out 
of fifty-four. I ask the other question: If we do 
nothine—if we truckle to Great Britain—if we get 
on our knees and beg Her Britannic Majesty’s par- 
don for having dared to agitate the question of our 
right to this territory—if we adjourn without doing 
anything—are Senators prepared to vote for this 
appropriation? ‘There is no danger of any attack 
from Great Britain if we allow her the benefit of 
this convention of “masterly inactivity’’—none 
whatever. Sheiscontent. She has all the benefit 
of it. She has her laws there: we have none. 
She has a political jurisdiction there: we have 
none. She has all this under the convention; and 
if we let it continue, she will never put an end to 
it. She is satisfied with the state of things there. 
Well, then, if we do not pass the Oregon bill, what 
danger is there of any collision? The measure of 
augmenting the national defences was introduced 
at the commencement of the session by the dis- 
tinguished Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] 
not now in his seat; and the necessity of that aug- 
mentation was suggested by the state of the Ore- 
gon question, I want the Oregon measures to pre- 
cede appropriation. I do not wish it go be said 
that I voted five millions, and came away without 
asserting our rights, leaving Great Britain in un- 
disturbed enjoyment of the full benefits of ** mas- 
terly inactivity.” 

Mr. FAIRFIELD did not rise to participate in 
the discussion, but to make one single remark. 
The Senator from Ohio seemed to argue as if the 
whole appropriation in this bill was to be spent 
unconditionally, under any circumstances, and in 
any event. About two millions would be thus ex- 
pended, the rest was placed at the discretion of 
the President to expend it or not, as the exigences 
of the times might require. Tle made this remark 
to show that the question was not necessarily con- 
nected with Oreron. 

Mr. CALHOUN then arose, and expressed his 
wish that the motion of his friend, the Senator 
from Arkansas, would prevail. Whatever might 
be the opinion of the chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, [Mr. Auten,] the bill before 
them had an intimate connexion with the other 
questions now pending. He had heard the debate 
with great reluctance, and differed much with the 
gentieman from Ohio in his views of the matter. 
He had, however, heard with pleasure the Senator | 


ne 


notice 
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from Indiana, [Mr. Haxneean,] say that he was 
for peace. I am (said Mr. Catnoun) for peace ; 
for peace on honorable conditions. ‘The question 
has been reduced to that, and I hope to see it still 
more narrowed. I was happy also to hear from 


the chairman of the committee that a * masterly | 


inactivity’? would not lead to war, but that the 
course he [Mr. AtLen] recommended might lead 
to war. 

Mr. ALLEN. Any nation can avoid a war by 
giving up its rights. 

Mr. HANNEGAN observed, he was not, he 
thought, the only man there who would vote for 
the defence of the country, whether the Oregon 
question was before them or not. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON. Here is another. 

Mr. HANNEGAN. Yes,he would stake his life 
on it, the whole Senate would do it. ‘The Senator 
from Ohio [Mr. Atten] had taken them to task 
rather irregularly for their action on measures 
which he was pleased to term barren, and at other 


times, destitute of substance. Which of the measures || 


possessed the substance then ‘—to place ourselves 


In a position to resent injury, to strike a blow || 
against an enemy; or stop at his proposed involv- || 


Where, he | 


ing merely a declaration of opinion. 
would ask, was the substance to be found? Which 
of those two courses had it?) He would vote for 
that measure that would establish confidence, and 
provide full security for all the inhabitants of the 
coast and cities; so that when they lay down at 
night, whether the dark cloud of war was above 
them or not, the strong arm of their country should 
be stretched over them to protect them. He would 


put the country in a proper state of defence for |! 


another purpose; he was sick of that windy, wordy 
war continually inflicted upon them. He was, he 
would repeat, sick of it. Should they vote for the 
measure they would have fewer speeches looking 
towards the Presidency. So long as he held a 
seat in that Senate, which he prized more than any 


earthly possession—regarding it, as he did, both in | 
its organization and practice, the most august body | 
the world ever saw—so long as he had a seat there | 


he would vote in reference, not to the presentalone, 
but to post rity, a word almost forgotten while our 


vision 1s so intently fixed on the five year term; not | 
looking only to what effect it might have now, 


| but to the inquiry as to how it should affect pos- 


terity. That was all he had to say. 

Mr. SIMMONS said he was delighted and 
instructed with the remarks he had heard from 
various quarters; at the same time he could not see 


how they applied to the question bef a map 


There were many important measures on the table, 


and he believed the 10th of February was the day | 


assiened to them: that he thought a sufficient rea- 
son why they should not bring up another impor- 
tant bill on that day. 


Mr. ALLEN again rose to make a few remarks | 
He was not | 
at all offended with his remarks—regarding them 


in reply to the Senator from Indiana. 


merely as the effect of strong excitement. But his 
friend from Indiana had unfortunately altogether 
overlooked the fact that the safety of the Oregon 
Territory was periled by making the measures dis- 
tinct and unconnected. He wanted no additional 
strength to the Oregon question by connecting it 
with others. 
bility, the question of appropriation would affect 
Oregon; nay, he would say, it was impossible it 
should not. He wanted them to go together, be- 
cause he wanted the Oregon question to succeed. 
Before they voted that appropriation, they should 


have in view some great object to accomplish, and | 
that object ought to be the extension of their terri- | 
With that ob- | 
ject in view, they should vote the appropriation, | 


tory on the shores of the Pacific. 


not that it must necessarily superinduce a state of 
war, but that it might do so. His friend from In- 
diana had forgot his (Mr. A.’s) statement, that he 
was not opposed to the appropriation, but wanted 
it to be fixed for that day on which the Oregon no- 


ticecame up. The Oregon notice the Senator would | 


hardly characterize as a ‘‘ barren measure.”?” He 
thought it had quite as much substance in it as an 

other, because it would have all the effect of the 
law of the land. So with the bill extending the ju- 
risdiction of the laws of the United States over 
the Oregon Territory. 


abstractions; they were substantial; and those 
which he meant to promote by the appropriation; | 
for on that he thought would mainly depend the 
As to the question 


passage of these measures. 


GLOBE. 





He knew that, in all human proba- | 


These measures were not | 
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of war or peace, it was to be viewed in the 


; ordinary 
|; way. There might be war or there ) 


Might noi. 


| One thing he was sure of—in this question there 


could be no cause of war. But what constructic 
the British Government might put on it Ww or 
question for their consideration ak one upon whieh 
Senators might very roperly entertain very ae 
| site opinions. The Senator, then, he would say 
| did him wrong in saying he (Mr. A.) did not way, 

the appropriation. He did want it, and he a) 
_itin connexion with the measures relating to the 

Oregon question. But he would tell his frie d 
from Indiana that from his own experience, as y ell 
as his, it had been, proved that we were 80 cones. 
tuted that we could not avoid the influence of aa 
interests and considerations; and it was by t), 
operation of this principle that we found sections 
of country desiring to exhaust the treasury tia: 
they might be benefited by the expenditure s. He 
wanted to take advantage of the feeling prevale i 
throughout the land on the Oregon question, AJ} 
he wanted was, that before they began making ay. 
_propriations they should contemplate those meas 
ures. He had been forced to speak candidly 
There was no difference between the Senator and 
himself but in the mode of doing the thing, He 
(Mr. A.) wanted to do it so as to pass those meas- 
ures in connexion; the Senator from Indiana wanted 
to do it in such a manner as to exclude the On ron 
| question, 

Mr. WESTCOTT said he thanked his honor. 
able friend from Indiana for his views on the ques- 
tion. He thought he could follow him in the 
course he had marked out for himself in those re- 
marks, and take him for the leader. With th 
Senator from Ohio he could not agree. He could 
\| not follow that Senator. The honorable Senator 

from Ohio said that he wanted the two questions, 

viz: the question of appropriation for the defence 
| of the seaboard, and the Oregon question, discuss- 
ed together; or rather, that the Oregon question 
should be settled first. That was his candid ex- 
planation to the Senate. With equal candor | 
(Mr. W.) would tell the Senator that his vote ‘ 
any measure that would probably lead to war 
would not be given till he saw this bill pass both 
Houses of Congress, and the country put ina stat 
of defence. The honorable Senator from Indiana 
| had urged all the arguments in favor of this bill 
_ necessary or proper to be advanced on this mo- 

tion; he would not reiterate them. In reply to the 
| candid avowal of the Senator from Ohio, that he 
would not vote for this bill till the Oregon notice 
| had passed, he would, with equal candor, declare 
that he desired the subject of the defence of the 
Atlantic and gulf coast to be first settled; and he 
| would never vote for the notice (avowedly, as it 
| now was, to be a measure probably leading to war) 
' until that coast was placed in a proper state of de- 
fence by the passage of this bill, and the erection of 
necessary fortifications. 

The difference between them as to which ques- 
tion should be decided first, was one made more 
| important by the avowal of the Senator from Ohio, 

and induced him (Mr. W.) to adhere more firmly 
to his opinion, that this bill should be passed at an 


early day. 
| Mr. YULEE did not wish to see the favorable 
action of the Senate on the bill jeopardized by any 
unnecessary connexion of it with other measures, 
the resultof which was as yet altogether problem- 
atical. He begged those gentlemen who were 
disposed to connect this with a question of war, (0 
reserve the display of their bellicose propensities 
for Great Britain, and not to allow them to inter- 
fere with this little domestic measure. He protest- 
ed against the application of the principle of “‘mas- 
terly inactivity’’ to this measure. He did not 
mean to discuss the question of war or of notice. 
Heap" that entirely for the “ masterly”? spirits of 
that body. But he did desire that the favorable 
attention of the Senate—that ¢he favorabie and 
hearty support of the Senate, might be given to this 
measure, not as a war measure—not as one Coll- 
nected with the Oregon measure—but simply @s !* 
stood upon its own merits as a domestic measure, 
connected with the interests and security of the 
country. Gentlemen were mistaken when =m 
supposed that the bill provided for an abso os 
_ appropriation of five or six millions. The wy 
| imperative appropriation was for an augmentatr 
of the steam marine of the country, at an expense 
of one or two millions of dollars; and although ! 
‘| was not admissible for him to advert to procee 


wanted 


ap- 
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pr which took place in committee, he begged 
leave to say to the honorable chairman of the Naval | 
Committee, in reply to so much as he had thought | 
sroper to allude to, that he (Mr. Y.) for his own 
art at least, was governed in his advocacy of this 
,il| by a regard to principles of economy, and of 
yermanent necessity. > th 
to examine the naval statistics of the country for 
the last ten or twenty years, and to his utter as- 
tonishment he had found, by tables prepared from 
official reports, that in a list of all the vessels built 
for the navy within the last twenty years, and in 
another list of all vessels built within the last ten 
years, the cost of repairs actually amounted to with- | 
inafew hundred thousand dollars ofasum equal to 
the original expenditure for their construction! To | 
his utter amazement, he had found that, within 
three years after the completion ofa vessel of war, | 
the sum of $75,000 over the original cost has been | 
expended for repairs—repairs rendered necessary | 
in consequence of the defective, although extrava- 
sant, manner In which the vessel had been built, 
under the present bad system at the public yards, 
or by the liability of the materials to decay: Now, 
ihe bill proposed two points, addressing them- | 
selves to the economical propensities of gentlemen; 
which were, he trusted, quite as strong as their 
warlike propensities. It proposed that these ves- 
sels should be built by contract, in order that the 
mechanics of the country, who help to sustain the | 
nublie defences, should have a fair chance of en- | 
tering into successful competition for the execution 
of this department of the public work, and in order 
that the cost may be as reasonable as good mate- 
rials and good workmanship will allow. By such 
asystem millions would be annually saved, instead 
of being squandered under the present system, 
which actually gave a premium to slovenly and 
lazy execution of the work. Again: It was proposed 
by the bill to add a class of vessels to the navy 
which could be put into service or not, just as cir- 
cumstances demanded. But he would not ask for a 
favorable consideration of the bill, were it not that 
the public necessity called for the proposed in- | 
crease of the navy. The navy, it was true, was 
large enough and costly enough; but it did not con. ! 
sist of that material which the present necessities | 
of the country required, Located as he himself was, 
immediately on the Mexican gulf, and on a most 
important — he had, for the last three or four , 
years, felt bound to interest himself in the subject 
of the defences of that great sea—a sea upon the | 
security of which depended the safety of the whole 
rich valley of the Mississippi, and a vast portion 
of the South, approachable, as it was, from the 
bordering islands of other nations. But what had 
been done to secure the defeyce of that sea? While 
nullions upon millieas had been expended north of 
the capes of the Chesapeake, the seaboard south of 








He had taken some pains || 





tional defences in that important locality might 
be readily imagined. ‘They had no vessels in 
the navy of that description which were adapted 
for efficient service in defence of the gulf. What, 
then, was wanted? The addition to the navy 
of steam vessels, that by their light draught 
of water would be suited for the shallow wa- 
ters of that sea, and at the same time con- 
structed on such principles of propulsion as 


/ would enable them to speed hastily from one 


position to another as emergency required. Re- 
garding this, then, as a necessary measure, not 


_with reference to war, but as a proper and per- 


| sideration of the Senate. 


manent provision for the defence of a portion of 


| the ——— now entirely defenceless, he considered 
] 


that the bill was justly entitled to the favorable con- 


On the other grounds to 


which he had alluded—the economical and efficient | 


system which the bill sought to introducee—it was 
entitled to consideration. One of the great princi- 
ples on which its provisions were founded, was, that 
the vessels should be built by contract. By that 


| system the cost of construction would be reduced 


| one-half. 


And the bill also provided for the aug- 
mentation of the naval force, by constructing ves- 
sels of such material as were not liable to decay. 
They would not be obliged to expend in continual 
repairs, in the course of a few years, a sum equal to 
the original cost of construction. The vessels pro- 

osed to be built would not become entirely useless 
in ten or fifteen years. He begged, then, that the 
Senate would recur to the question particularly be- 
fore them—that the gentleman from Arkansas will 
withdraw his motion. He would prefer, likewise, 
that the motion to take it up as early as Tuesday 
next be withdrawn also, and that the bill would be 
allowed to take its course. But whatever course 
was taken by the Senate, he would protest against 
the bill being classed as a war measure, or thrown 
into the trail of the Oregon question. He did 
not see the propriety of the reason advanced 
by his friend from Ohio. He believed that he 


| might, with all due deference to him, (Mr. Auten, ] 


be permitted to attribute his remark, and, indeed, 


| he might say, with propriety, his imputation upon 


that point had been almost altogether neglected. | 


And-when he spoke of that, it was not at all with 
-ay sectional feeling, or with any views of mere 
8 ctional interest; but mainly to call the attention of 
the country to the simple fact. That part of the 
country was in a quite defenceless state. It might 
have been otherwise. But they had gone on im- | 
proving the navy-yards north of that line, upon 
which there had been expended millions, whilst the 
lavy-yard of Pensacola, one of the means of defence | 
of that gulf, had received, since its establishment, 
“)propriations to the amount only of $800,000— 
one half of which sum was never expended upon | 
it; and why not? By the official reports it ap- 
1. that the money was transferred from that 
oeality aff expended in other parts of the coun- | 
ry. What was the condition of their fortifica-| 
tions at the mouth of the gulf—which is, in fact, 
tte mouth of the Mississippi river? After years | 
and years of appeal against the system of the 
Var Department, and as a matter of special fa- 
vor, last year the small sum of $50,000 was con- 
sented to be appropriated to commence works | 
there; but whiclt, after the lapse of twelve months, 
Bs hot yet been applied for that purpose; the | 
ee of the works being still delayed on 
a . imsy pretext. Without either a navy-yard 
cnet at which a long-boat may be repair- | 
re - . tout fortifications to defend the mouth of | 
t. pe —with British islands bordering the mouth 
* that strait, at which have been collected mate- | 
nals of war su 
Brite ne, atte having cannon as ballast, and 
tind officers as passengers, ready, at any 
» ‘0 take command, the condition of the na- 
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| 
| 
| 
i 
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honorable Senators on that floor, to the same cause 
to which he [Mr. Aten] had attributed the re- 


marks of the Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Hanne- | 


GAN]—a somewhat over-excited imagination. He 
would ask him, did he [Mr. ALiEn] really believe 
that any Senator could possibly, ona question in- 
volving the peace and destiny of the country, be 
influenced by so low a motive as a selfish jealousy 
with regard to the share which his section of the 
country might have in the expenditure of the pub- 
lic money? Let him tell the gentleman from Ohio 
that the thrust which he made struck at his own 
friends in the West; and why so? It was a west- 


ern measure, made so by the bill specifying the ma- | 


terials to be employed—which provision had been 
introduced for the very purpose, among others, of 
securing the construction of these vessels for the 
western people and the western waters. But let 


| him ask the honorable gentleman, as a friend of 


Oregon—as a friend of notice—as one desirous that 
the country should assume an attitude of manly re- 


. . . .- v.¢ 
soluteness, which will secure to it the right posiuon | 


in the further prosecution of this question with 
Great Britain—let him ask him whether he [Mr. 


ALLEN] was prepared to go forward with the notice, 


which he thinks may lead to war, in one hand, and 
in the other the petty, the Lilliputian provision of 


three steam frigates and five smaller vessels. Was | 


| that the preparation which the gentleman from Ohio 


would make? Was he indeed willing to make 


this a war question, and present to Great Britain || 
| the vast provision of three frigates and five sloops ? 


No! If there is to be war, throw open the Ameri- 
can treasury—not the public treasury alone, but 


the private coffers of all our countrymen—to pro- |, 
cure the necessary means, naval and military, for | 


the prosecution of a vigorous, and, therefore, suc- 
cessful war. He trusted, in conclusion, that the 
propositions would be withdrawn, and that they 
would be permitted to act on the bill in the ordina- 
ry course of legislation, when it came up on the 
calendar for examination; or if not withdrawn, 
that the earliest day would be adopted. 

The question being demanded, 

The PRESIDENT stated that it would be taken 


flicient to last five years—with steam- | first upon the motion of the gentleman from Arkan- 


sas, (Mr. Sevier,] to postpone the consideration 


of the bill to the 10th of February, that being the | 


longest time asked. 
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Mr. ALLEN asked for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. ; 

Mr. WEBSTER said that he was disposed to 
consult the wishes of the committee who had 
charge of the bill. If the honorable chairman of the 
committee said he desired to take up this subject 
on Tuesday next, he would vote for it; but if it be 
a matter of immaterial consideration with him, it 
then appeared to him (Mr. W.) that the motion 
should be withdrawn, as it was, after all, only a 
matter of seven days. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD said that a day or two would 
make no difference to him personally, but he was 
desirous that the bill should be considered on some 
day previous to the tenth of February, not wishing 
it to be made a part and pareel of the other ques- 
tions (Oregon notice, &e.) which had been made 
the special order for that day, and he was there- 
fore not disposed to withdraw his motion. 

The yeas and nays were then called upon the 
motion nade by Mr. Sevier. and resulted yeas 19, 
nays 26, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Archer, Bag 
by, Benton, Perrien, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, 
Cameron, Corwin, Crittenden, Evans, Jenness, 
Niles, Pennybacker, Sevier, Speight, and Tur- 
ney—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashley, Atchison, Barrow, 
Chalmers, J. M. Clayton, Dayton, Dickinson, 
Dix, Fairfield, Greene, Hannegan, Huntington, 
Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louis- 
lana, Lewis, Miller, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, 
Sturgeon, Upham, Webster, Westcott, Wood- 
bridge, and Yulee—26. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

The question being then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Fairrtetp to postpone the consideration of 
the bill to Tuesday next, resulted in the affirmative 
without a division. 


POST ROUTES IN TEXAS. 


Mr. ASHLEY moved that the previous order of 
the day be postponed, and that the Senate take up 
for consideration the bill to establish certain post 
routes, in Texas, and for other purposes; which 
was agreed to. - 

The bill was then read a second time, consider- 
ed as in committee of the whole, and amended to 
read as follows: 

A BILL establishing certain post routes, 


Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
there be, and is hereby, established a post route from New 
Orleans, in the State of Louisiana, along the guif coast, to 
Galveston, thence to Velasco, to Matagorda, to Pass Aran- 
sas, and to Corpus Christi, in Texas, by land or water, as 
the Postmaster General may deem expedient; that a post 
route be also established from Galveston to the city of 
Houston, thence to Montgomery, to Washington, to Inde- 
pendence, to La Grange, to Bastrop, and thence to the city 
of Austin; from Galveston, via the city of Houston, San 
Felipe de Austin, La Grange, and Bastrop, to Austin; and 
that it be the duty of the Postmaster General to contract 
for carrying the mail on said routes as soon as can conve- 
niently be done after the passage of this act. Also the fol- 
lowing routes: from Fulton, in the State of Arkansas, via 
Boston, Clarksville, Bonham, and Falls of the Brazos, to 
Austin; from Natchitoches, via Sabinetown, Nacogdoches, 
Crockett, and Washington, to LaGrange ; from Shreveport, 
in the State of Louisiana, via Pulaski, to Nacogdoches ; 
from Velasco, via Brazoria, Texana, Victoria, and Goliad, 
to San Antonio de Bexar; from the city of Houston to Ro- 
bin’s Ferry; from Austin to St. Antonio de Bexar. 


The bill being reported to the Senate, the amend - 
ments were concurred in, and the bill, as amended, 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. CAMERON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded into Executive session; and after some time 
spent therein, the doors were opened, and the Sen- 
ate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, January 21, 1846. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 


roved. 


The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 


‘ness to be the report of the Committee of Elec- 


‘tions in the case of the contested election from 


Florida. 

Mr. SEABORN JONES was entitled to the floor, 
but yielded on the request of— 

Mr. HAMLIN, who asked leave to withdraw 
from the files of the House the papers in the case 
‘of Samuel H. Morse. 

Ordered accordingly. ; 

On motion of Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, it 
was 
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Ordered, ‘That the vacancy occasioned by the 
death of Mr. T'avtor, on the Committee on Ac- 
counts, be supplied. 

cr “ry? — a * ~l a ] 1 . ° d 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, asked and obtainec 
leave to offer the following re solution; which was 
read for information, and lies over one day by the 
rule: ; ; 7 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to this House the quantity, in- 
voice value or cost, ammount of duties actually paid, 
the rate of duty, and the equivalent ad valorem 
duty per cent. of all articles, both free or dutiable, 
imported into the United States during the year 
ending the 30th January, 1845. 


Mr. THOMAS SMITH asked leave at this 
ume to give a notice, 


Mr. CULVER objects d. 


‘XECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
low ing communications : 
A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
nitting, in compliance with the act of the 26th 
Aueust, 1842, and a resolution of the House of the 


~ 


13th instant, a statement showing the names of 


clerks and other persons employed in this depart- 
ment during the year 1845, with the time each 
person was actually employed, the sum paid, and 
the residence of each at the ime of his appoint- 
ment; which letter and statement were laid upon 
the table. 

A letter from the Secret ry of the Navy, trans 
mitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Ifouse of Representatives of the 13th of January 
instant, a rep Wt in relation to the shipe inal at and 
near the Ship island, in the Gulf of Mexico, off th 
coast of Mississippi; which letter and report were 
laid upon the table. 

A letter from the Secretary of the N ivy, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with an act of May Ist, 
1820, a statement of the appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending June 30th, 1845; 
which letter and statement were laid upon the table. 


CONTESTED ELECTION FROM FLORIDA. 

The House resumed the consideration of this 
case. 

‘The report of the majority of the committee con- 
clades with the following resolutions: 

Resolved, ‘That Edward C. Cabell, returned to 
this House as a member thereof, from the State of 
Florida, is not ¢ ntitled to his seat. 

Resolved, That W. H. Brockenbrouch is en- 
titled to a seat in this House, as a Representative 
from the State of Florida. 

The report of the minority concludes with the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That William TH. Brockenbrough has 
not supported his petition, and that Edward C. Ca- 
bell is entitled to his seat in this House. 


Mr. S. JONES resumed and concluded his re- 
marks (commenced yesterday) in vindication of 
the result at which a majority of the committee had 
arrived, and in support of the position he had as- 
sumed, that the contestant [Mr. Brockensroven] 
had the largest number of votes, and was entitled 
to his seat. In doing this, Mr. J. entered into a 
minute examination and comparison of the tabular 
statements of votes accompanying the report of the 
committee, and of which a report could scarcely 
be made intelligible to the eeneral reader. : 

Mr. McGAUGHEY, a member of the commit- 
tee, followed in favor of the minority report. Fle 
cotended that there was not evidence enouch be- 
fore the committee to satisfy the minds of any im- 
partial man that either of the two vrentlemen was 
elected; but he thoucht that the enus of proof was 
upon the the contestant, [Mr Brockensroven,] 
and that the commission of the Governor ought to 
protect the sitting member in his place, until such 
time as the contestant should brine evidence to 
show that he himself had a majority of all the 
lezal votes. He (Mr. McG.) did not mean to be 
understood as insisting that Mr. Carnet was elect- 
ed; but he meant to say that there was as little 
evidence that the other gentleman was elected. 

Mr. CHASE, also a member of the committee, 
next obtained the floor. After deprecating the feel- 
ing which had been manifested on the part of the 
members of the committee, which he regretted be- 
cause he said the question was purely a legal ques- 
tion for the decision of the Llouse, he proceeded to 
examine the laws of Florida for the purpose of as- 
certuning who the proper returning officers were. 
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The decision to which his own judgement had 
brought him was, that the returns of judges of pro- 
bate were the correct returns; that where there was 
no judge of probate the county clerk was the au- 
thorized officer; and that all other returns ought 
to be rejected. In this way he had arrived at the 
same conclusion, thouch by a different course of 
reasoning, as that at which the majority of the com- 
mittee had arrived—that Mr. BRocKENBROUGH Was 
entitled to his seat. 

Mr. ©. also adverted at some length to the pro- 
ceedings in committee, and gave way for incidental 
explanation to Mr. Crurpman. 

Mr. SIMS spoke briefly in advocacy of the pro- 
priety of sending back for further evidence before 
they came to the decision of the case, espe cially as 
there was one county and certain precincts the 
returns from which had not been received. He 
adverted to the importance of the question, as con- 
nected with the richt of the elective franchise, and 
considered the evidence at present before the House 
and the committee insuflicient to counterbalance 
the prima facie evidence of the right of the sitting 
member as exhibited in his commission, bearing 
the vreat seal of the State, and in the returns on 
which it issued. He concluded his remarks by 
offering the following substitute for the resolutions 
of the committe 

‘** Whereas the returns from all the election pre- 
‘cinects in the State of Florida have not been re- 


* ceived, and it 1s absolute ly necessary to a just and 
proper decision in the case of the contested elee- 
tion from that State that all the returns of all the 
votes taken in said election shall be received be 
fore a final vote of the HFlouse 1s taken: there- 


‘f re, 


‘ 


‘ 


* Resolved, That the ease of the contested elec- 
tion from the State of Florida, now before the 
Hlouse, be recommitted to the Committee of Elec- 
tions, in order that the evidence of all the returns 
from oll the election precinets of said State may 
be rece ived and reported to the Elouse. P 


. 


** Resolved, That the contestants in said case 
have leave to take testimony touching the said 


returns and ele tion, oriy me to each othe r respect- 
ive ly due notice the reof.”’ 


. 


No gentleman rising, the question was about to 
be take n, W hen— 

Mr. LLAMLIN rose and said, he should move 
either to postpone the que ation, or he should move 
a call of the Hlouse, as the House was very thin at 
this time. 

Mr. COBB moved a call of the House, but sub- 
sequently withdrew it. 

Mr. HAMLIN, in reply to the remark of Mr. 
Sims, that there was no evidence thai all the returns 
from Florida were received, said, while it was true 
that it was stated by the respective parties before 
the committee that there was one county from 
which no returns had been received, the gentleman 
should have been frank enouch to have stated that 
it was also said by one of the parti s that there had 
been no election in this county. He agreed with 
the gentleman in his statement that there were one 
or two precincts from which the returns had not 
been made, but were understood to give a majority 
for Mr. BrockenBbrOuacn. , : 

The question was again propounded upon the 
amendment of Mr. Sims, when— 

Mr. ADAMS rose, and inquired of the Speaker 
if there was not a vote of the House that the con- 
testant should be heard ? 

The SPEAKER replied that there was, if the 
centleman chose to avail himself of it. 

Mr. ADAMS said the question presented itself 
to his mind, whether the vote should be taken un- 
til the contestant had been heard. 

Mr. SIMS said he did not wish it to be taken 
until the wentleman was heard. 

The SPEAKER said the question was still open 
for discussion; the motion of the gentleman from 
South Carolina was a mere motion to amend, and 
the amendment did not cut off debate, but, if pos- 
sible, rather enlarged the range of it. 

Mr. ADAMS would then inquire whether it 
would not be proper for the House to hear the con- 
testant and the sitting member on their respective 
claims as they now stood before the House, before 
coming to the motion of the gentleman from South 
Carolina? For his own part, he thought they 
should be heard as the case now stood. 

Mr. SIMS saig, if either of the parties wished to 
be heard on the original proposition, he would 
withdraw for the present his amendment. 


| had not been given. The gentleman would 
| member, he thought, if he taxed his men 


| other precints from which no returns had by 


Jan. 2], 

The SPEAKER repeated, that the ventley ios 
proposition did not cut off discussion, but th 
rather enlarged the range of it. Either of th, 
ties could be heard as the question now stood. 

After a further remark by Mr. Apams on th 
point— 

Mr. CABELL rose, not to discuss the quest 
at present, but to correct a nuisappre hension w} 
might have arisen from the remarks of the ehois. 
man of the Committee of Elections, {Mr. “pa 
I IN,| that there was no evidence that ail th ’, 


Votes 


little, that the contestant admitted that ther 


no returns from St. Lucie, and said he had a | 
from a friend stating that he had a majority o; 
the votes there cast. He (Mr. C.) mids 
sertion, with all the responsibility that att 
him asa gentleman, that there were elec 


We 


he 


ceived by the Committee of Elections. \ 
reference to St. Lucie, he could not say 
own knowledge; but he appealed to gent! ¥ 
the committee for the fact that it was admitted 
the contestant that there was an election 
Lucie. At all events, there was no proof | 
election was held there; the probability was 
there was an election held. , 

Mr. HAMLIN agreed very nearly with 
gentleman from Florida; but he differed with 
on one point. He recollected that the gentley 
had suggested to the committee that there 
county from which no returns had been made; a 
that, in the same conversation, Mr. Brocs 
BpRouGH replied, that there was no election held 
that county; and such was the understand 
which he (Mr. H.) supposed both parties ea 
At the same time, it was remarked by the 
member that there were other precincts from why 
there were no returns; and, in reply to that, 
contestant said he had letters from his frie 
saying that these same precincts gave hima im 
jority. This was his recollection of the case. 

Mr. HARPER (of the minority of the com 
tee) was understood to sustain the recollection 
‘Mr. Casene upon this point. 

Mr. SCHENCK briefly stated his views of 1 
propriety of sending back the matter for fu 
proof, Inasmuch as there was no clear showliz 
the part of the contestant that he had received « 
majority of the votes legally given in the St 


On his 


il » 


, 


' Florida, inasmuch as both parties believed 


were counties or precincts which had 1 
heard from, and inasmuch as, of other cou 
and precincts which had been heard from, tu 
turns were irregularly made, and should not 
received, e te 
Mr. GRAHAM was expressing his opinio 
the propriety of both parties being heard, wh 
being informed that Mr. Brockensroveit was ¢ 
deavoring at the time he had risen to obtun | 


. 
re \l 


‘ 


floor, he yielded to that gentleman; but bef 
Brockensroven had addressed the Chair, 

Mr. CABELL rose, and moved the susp 
of the hour rule in the case of the gentema 
speech. 

Mr. SCHENCK demanded the yeas and nay 
on the motion to suspend. 

Mr. DOBBIN moved an amendment, 80 as '0 
suspend the rules also in regard to the remark 
the sitting member, [Mr. Capetu.|] 

Mr. TIBBATTS and other gentlemen rais d t 
point of order, whether the motion to suspend, 
going to change one of the standing rules of tie 
House, could be acted upon without@one days 
notice. . ; 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion to st 
pend was in order, and could be carried by a vote 
of two-thirds, as the rule requiring one Gay * 1” 
tic@, in case of a motion to change the rules, could 


s 





: : “les 
itself be suspended, as well as the other rules. 


The question then recurring on the motion to 
suspend, ee iL 

Some conversation arose, in which Me ssts. 
SCHENCK, ADAMS, C. J. INGERSOLL, 0" 
other gentlemen participated, upon the point he h- 
er the one-hour rule would apply to the contests" 
as not being a member of the House. 

The SPEAKER stated, that by reference (| 
Journal, it was found that, in the last Congres 
fin the case of Mr. Botts and the late Speaker, Mr. 
JoneEs,] both parties were confined in their remar™ 
to the honr-rule; and that although the rule wow 
not strictly apply to Mr. BrockensRoveH, 1) e" 
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formity with the precedent he should feel bound 
to apply the rule. 5 
The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion 
ty suspend, and, being taken, resulted—yeas 99, 
nays 74, as follows: 
~ YEAS—Messrs. J. Q. Adams, Stephen Adams, 
Arnold, Ashmun, Baker, Barringer, Bell, Milton 
Brown, Wm. G. Brown, Buffington, Cabell, John 
11. Campbell, John G. Chapman, Chipman, Cobb, 
Cocke, Collamer, Collin, Constable, Cranston, Cro- 
vier, Culver, Dargan, Garrett Davis, Delano, De 
Mott, Dixon, Dobbin, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. 
‘wing, Fries, Garvin, Giddings, Gordon, Har- 
‘anson, Harper, Hilliard, Hoge, E. B. Holmes, 
john W. Houston, 8S. D. Hubbard, Hudson, 
Hunter, C. J. Ingersoll, J. R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. 
Kine, Leake, Lewis, Ligon, McClean, McHenry, 
Mellvaine, Marsh, Miller, Morse, Payne, Perry, 
Pollock, Julius Rockwell, J. A. Rockwell, Root, 
Runk, Schenck, Seaman, Seddon, Severance, 
Alexander D. Sims, Leonard II. Sims, Truman 
smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, 
Stewart, Strohm, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Ben- 
iamin ‘Thompson, James Thompson, ‘Thurman, 


I. 
i 
} 
q 


‘Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, White, Wilmot, Win- | 


ihrop, Woodward, Wright, Yancey, and Young— || 


Sd. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Bedinger, Benton, 
Rives, James Black, James A. Black, Brinkerhoii’, 


Brodhead, Burt, William W. Campbell, Augustus 
A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Clarke, Dilling- 


ham, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, Ficklin, | 
oster, Goodyear, Graham, Grinnell, Grover, | 
Hamlin, Haralson, Henley, Herrick, Hopkins, || 


Hough, G. S. Houston, Hungerford, James B. | 
Hunt, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, An- | 
drew Johnson, George W. Jones, Kennedy, Pres- 


ton King, Lawrence, Long, Lumpkin, McClelland, 
McConnell, MeCrate, McDowell, McKay, John 


?. Martin, Barelay Martin, Morris, Moulton, | 
Norris, Owen, Perril, Price, Rathbun, Reid, Rit- | 
t 


ter, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Thomas Smith, 
Robert Smith, Stanton, St. John, Strong, Jacob 
Thompson, ‘Tibbatts, Treadway, Wentworth, 
Wheaton, Wick, Wood, and Yost—74. 

So, then, two-thirds not voting in the affirma- 
tive, the House refused to suspend the hour-rule, 
in relation to the contestant and to the sitting meni- 
wer, 

On motion of Mr. HARALSON, 


The House then adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c 


The following petitions and memorials were pre- 
sented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate Committees + 


By Mr. W. G. BROWN: The petition of the widow of'| 


John Alexander and others, asking a pension for said widow 


for a limited time. 
lug Congress to allow the petitioner a sum of money due 
from the Government to V. Merrill, the father of the’ peti- 


toner, 


Also, the petition of John Merrill, ask- | 


'y Mr EWING: The petition of 8. B. Hays, asking for | 
coupensation from the Post Office Department for services | 


rendered, 
By Mr, COCKE: The petition of Daniel Witt, of Jeffer- 


with Great Britain. Also, the petition of James P, H. Por- 
ler, of Sevier county, Tennessee, with a similar prayer. 
Also, the petition of Luke Stansberry, of Blount county, 
lennessee, praying Congress for an increase of pension as 
# revolutionary soldier: referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. MeCLEAN: The petition and accompanying doc- 
uments of Michael Weidner, asking for a pension in con- 


videration of his services as a soldier in the war of the Rev- || 
ution: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- || 


sons, 


ate Mr. THOMAS SMITH: The petition of John Reed 
Decatur county, Indiana, and signed by 72 others, citi- 
zens of said county, representing that said Reed served as a 
soldie ; 

— of Kentucky, in a company of horse commanded by 
. aptain Jesse Crovins, and that said Reed never zeceived 
any pay; that he has rendered to the country numM™@us and 


sabectant services, He is now very old and needy, there- 
ore they a 


their wisdom, they shall see proper: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions, 

9 Mr. MeCLELLAND: The memorial of Theodore 
: er, and other citizens of Michigan, for a post-road from 


un Arbor, Washtenaw county, to Flint, Genesee county, | 


ee Also, the memorial of forwarding merehants, 
' am steamboat owners and masters on Lake Erie, for 
a eon light at River Raisin harbor, Michigan. 

ns y Mr. G. W. JONES: The petition of Zadoc Motlow 
and others, heirs of John Motlow, deceased, heretofore re- 


ferred, January 20, 1830: referred to the Committee on In- 
cian Affairs. 


re” Mr. DUNLAP: The petition of Lydia Gordon and | 


. ‘ankful Penly, praying for the passage of an act granting 
Peusion to such widows of soldiers of the revolution as 


“on county, Tennessee, praying Congress to grant hii a | 
pension for disabilities incurred as a soldier in the late war | 
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were married prior to the 18th March, 1818: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. HOUGH: The petition of ship owners and per- 
sons engaged in navigating the lakes and river St. Law- 
rence, praying an appropriation tor the erection of beacon- 
lights on certrin points on said river: referred to the Com- 
nuttee on Commerce. ‘The petition of merchants and ship- 
owners of Oswego, New York, tor an appropriation for the 
building of a dredge-boat on Lake Ontario and the river St. 
Lawrence: reterred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. ‘THURMAN: ‘The petition of Samuel Reed, of 
Pike county, Ohio, praying compensation for the loss, by 
him, of certain lands in Ohio, sold by the United States, and 
immediately purchased by him, the title to which, derived 
from the United States, has tailed: reterred to the Coumit- 
tee of Claims. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: The petition ot J. Bradbury and 
others, for remuneration for goods released from forteiture 
by special act of Congress: referred io the Committee on 
Commerce. Also, the petition of residents on the late dis- 
puted territory in the State of Maine, for an equitabie ad- 
justment of their claims to the land on which they reside 
under the treaty of Washington : referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 22, 1846. 
| PETITIONS. 
Mr. BRIGHT presented the memorial of Philip 
| Pollard and others, praying to be confirmed in 
their purchases of certain Indian reservations, un- 
der the treaty of 1832, with the Pottawatomie In- 
| dians; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented the petition of 
| citizens of Mystic, Connecticut, praying the adop- 
| tion of measures for effecting a peaceful adjustment 
of all international difficulues and disputes ; which 
was laid on the table. 


HARBORS IN THE DELAWARE RIVER. 


Mr. CAMERON presented a petition of citizens 
of Pennsylvania, praying the construction of har- 
bors on the eastern side of Reedy island and Bom- 
ba hook, in the Delaware river; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. C, also presented the petition of Thomas F. 
Gordon, praying the aid of the Government ina 
proposed publication of indexes to the Congres- 
sional records; which was reterred to the Commit- 
tee on the Library. 

Mr. STURGEON presented another petition of 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying the construction 
of harbors on the eastern side of Reedy island and 
Bomba hook, in the Delaware river; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. 8., on presenting this petition, stated that 
it deserved the favorable attention of Congress, 
in consequence of the important strength which 
would be added to the defence of the citv of 
Philadelphia by the construction of these works. 
In consequence of the exposed condition of these 
harbors on the Delaware, they were incapable of 
affording protection to vessels, if chased by a su- 
perior hostile force, or endangered by the floating 
ice which periodically obstructs the navigation of 
the Delaware. Against either of these dangers, 
their only course now was to run up to Newcastle, 
within forty miles of Philadelphia. ‘The impor- 
tant interests involved in the petition would, he 
trusted, commend it to the favorable consideration 





|| of the Senate. 


r thirteen months in the years 1789 and 1790, in the | 


pray Congress to allow him such pension as, in | 


Mr. YULEE presented documents relating to the 
claim of E. A. Ware, to compensation for printing 
the acts and resolutions of the Legislative Council 
of the Territory of Florida, under an order of that 
body; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 
the Long Island Railroad Company, praying a re- 
| mission of the duties paid by said company on cer- 
tain railroad iron imported for the use of their rail- 
road; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented the petition of the heirs 
of Richard McCarty, deceased, a revolutionary offi- 
cer, praying the repayment of advances made by 
their ancestor during the revolutionary war; which 
was referred to the Commtttee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr. DIX presented the petition of the heirs and 
legal representatives of John Campbell, deceased, 
an assistant deputy quartermaster general in the 
revolutionary army, praying an equitable settle- 
ment of his accounts, aan an allowance of commu- 
| tation pay for his military services; which was re- 
| ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 








| Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 


231 


mittee on Pensions, to which was referred the pe- 
tition of Clara R. Cobb, made an adverse report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SIMMONS eave notice of his intention, at 
some early day, to ask leave to introduce a bill 
erantine compensation to Robert Perkins, a citizen 
of Rhode Island, for the eapture of prisoners during 
the late war with Great Britain. 

{A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. Waker, 
his private secretary. | 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The Senate proceeded to the conside ration of the 
adverse report made by the Committee on Pen- 
sions on the petition of Evelina Porter, but— 

Mr. WESTCOTT expressing a wish for further 
tine to examine the subject, 

The report was informally passed over. 

Also, the adverse report on the petition of Wil- 
liam Butterfield; and in concurrence therewith, it 
Was 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner be not 
eranted, 

Also, the adverse report made by the same com- 
mittee on the petition of James Robinson; and in 
concurrence therewith it was 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner be 
not granted, 

Also, the re port of the Committee on Pensions, 
adverse to the petition of James Morgan, of Vir- 
ginia, for a pension; and in concurrence therewith 
lt Was 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner be 
not granted. 

THE INDIAN TRIBES. 


The following resolution, introduced by Mr. 
Jarwacin, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
on the 15th instant, came up in its order on the 
calendar for consideration, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War prepare, or 
cause to be prepared under his direction, a state- 
ment exhibiting a true history of the relations be- 
tween the United States and the several Indian 
tribes or nations, from the revolutionary war down 
to the extinction of the Indian title eastward of the 
Mississippi. Also, a statement, in tabular form, of 
all the sums paid to different Indian tribes for the 
purchase of their lands, designating each tribe, the 
date of purchase, amount paid, amount of land 
ceded or purchased, the annuities given to each 
tribe, the duration of such annuities, the amount 
held in trust by the United States Government for 
any of such tribes, how much thereof has been 
invested in stocks, and the authority for investing 
the same, and the number of persons in each tribe 
among whom such sums or annuities were or are 
divided. 

Mr. PHELPS said that, in looking at the resolu- 
tion, it appeared to him it hardly covered the 
ground intended. He therefore proposed to insert 
after the words ‘“*how much thereof has been in- 
vested in stocks,’’ the words “ and in what stocks 
invested.”’? They should know what the fund was, 
and that was the object of the amendment which 
he had submitted. 

Mr. CASS had not the slightest objection to the 

inquiry; but he would suggest whether the first 
part of the resolution did not go much farther than 
was designed. No one could tell the amount of 
labor which was requisite to obtain the informa- 
tion. On a motion of the Senator from Mississippi, 
a subject had been presented to the War Depart- 
ment the other day, and for the purpose of fur- 
/nishing a reply, six clerks were employed upon 
the work. The quantity of matter required to be 
published by this resolution would put the country 
to acost of a thousand dollars, because it called 
for all the facts and circums‘anc*s connected with 
the intercourse between the Government agents 
and the Indian tribes, from the foundation of the 
| Government to the present time. There had been, 
but a few years since, a quarto volume published 
on this subject, which either was in the Siete of, 
or was accessible to, every person. This volume 
contained all the various treaties made with the 
Indians, and the other facts called for. He sug- 
gested, therefore, to the Senator from Tennessee 
to modify the first part of the resolution, so as to 
limit its operation. ‘To the residue he had no ob- 
jection. 

Mr. JARNAGIN remarked that a resolution of 

inquiry was submitted by a Senator from New 
‘York, [Mr. Dickivson,] twelve months ago; it 
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was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, | 
and the resolution now before the Senate was the | 
response made to it. He was aware that they 
had a work containing all the Indian treaties made 
before 1837; but the treaties themselves, as con- | 
tained in that work, did not give the information 
which the Committee on Indian Affairs desired. | 
It was true, that by turning to the work, and to | 
the several treaties with the various tribes, ad 
could get information; but the first object which 
the committee had in view was this: that évery 
treaty made with the several tribes should follow 
each other, and thus avoid the diseconnexion 
which now existed. The second object was, 
that there should be a tabular statement, showing 
what sums had been paid to the several tribes from | 
time to time, the amount of stocks, and annuities. 
He was apprised that immense sums of money 
had been paid to the Indian tribes, and that it had 
almost all been expended by way of annuities. 
Few would believe what a large amount had been 
paid in the shape of annuities to tribes of Indians 
which were almost extinct. ‘The information 
called for by the resolution, if obtained, would 
greatly aid the Committee on Indian Affairs in the 
consideration of the business referred to it from 
year to year. Although it would be expensive to 
publish a work of this de scripuon, he believed the 


facilities thus afforded to the committee, for sever- | 


al reasons, would ultimately be a saving to the 
Ciovernment. ‘The committee had directed hin, 
with this view, to report the resolution now under 
consideration. The object was not to have a gen- 
eral history of the various tribes, but only so far 
as to show the connexion between them and the 
United States since the revolutionary war. ‘The 
language of the resolution did not call for, nor did 
it embrace, the speeches made by the negotiators 
of the treaties, and the eloquent responses of the 
Indian orators. They had passed to the pages of 
history, and had been made the subjects of song. 
It was to ascertain when the treaties were made, 
how much land had been acquired, how much 
money had been invested in stocks, &c. ‘The reso- 
lution precluded the introduction of fancy and fic- 
tion by way of embellishment, and was explicit 
as to what was required. He had no particular 
desire that the phraseology should be retained; if 
Senators wished anything more specific, he should 
vote for it. 


Mr. CASS said, that in the answers to inquiries 


made in 1839 and °40 would be found almost all 
the information called for by this resolution. There 
was a detailed report of our intercourse with the 
various tribes, annuities paid, lands purchased, and 
lands ceded. He aaae merely suggest that the 
resolution be modified in accordance with this fact, 
as, in its present shape, the information called for 
could only be furnished at a heavy cost to the 
Government. 

Mr. SPEIGHT asked for the reading of the res- 
olution as it was proposed to be amended by the 


Senator from Vermont, and it was again read; | 


when 


Mr. BENTON remarked that there were three 


distinct subjects embraced in the resolution. One 
of them related to stocks belonging to the Indians, 
and how much money had been invested. It was 
proper they should have a full report on this sub- 


ject; and he concurred heartily with the Senator 


from Tennessee, that they should have as ample 
returns as they could obtain. The next was the 
purchase made of the Indians, and the amounts 


paid them; this information was obtained, in the | 


fullest form, on his motion, four or five years ago. 
If they now called for it again, they would merely 
get a copy of one of their own documents. There 
was not much necessity for that. In respect to 
the first part of the resolution, he objected to it. 
He was opposed to employing persons to write 


histories, for he believed all our papers were teem- | 


ing with all sorts of information that everybody 
had ever dreamed of. He believed that the gro- 
cers—not to speak of the trunk-makers, who had 


enjoyed the prerogative time out of mind—and the || 


dry-goods merchants, were now supplied, by the 
pos, with the printed matter of Congress. When 
¢ first came to Congress, documents were sold for 
four cents a pound to the grocers and dry-goods 
merchants, he market became glutted, and the 


price then fell to two cents. The servants employed | 
about the Capitol, whose perquisites the surplus | 
documents were, had complained of this fall in the | 


price. For their benefit, he hoped there would be 
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a less number printed, so as to re-establish the 
former rate of value. 


[Several Senators inquired, “* What is the price 
now ?’’ 


Mr. bENTON said he did not know. But he 
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was certain that the public documents had so much 


depreciated in value, that they had been at last 
made use of as wrapping-paper. Yes, sir, they 
had become an article of export,and still the price 
could not be kept up above two cents per pound. 


He suggested a modification of the latter part of | 
the resolution, but repeated that he was against the 
first, for the reasons which he had already stated. | 


Mr. JARNAGIN had no objection to the reso- 
lution lying on the table for the present. The word 


history was not intended in an unlimited sense by | 


the committee. It was not intended to sanction 
the introduction of any extraneous matter. It was 
high time that we had the information relative to 
Indian affairs which the resolution called for. He 
regretted the fall in the price of public documents, 
an evil which could not be increased by this reso- 
lution, which would require the information asked 
for to be compressed in a volume something like 


the Revised Code. He had not called up this reso- | 


lution, but, be repeated, that an answer to the reso- 
lution would save much expense, by obviating, in 
a great degree, the frequent calls upon the depart- 
ment, 


of amendment. 


Mr. DICKINSON said that, a year ago, he in- | 
troduced a resolution of inquiry on this subject; | 


but it had been so long since, that it had almost 
assed from his mind. [le believed that the reso- 
ution, as offered, did not embrace the amount of 
money invested in stocks. It was designed more 


as a matter of inquiry, and was not pressed on the | 


Senate; but at the time, according to his recollec- 
tion, it was laid on the table for future action, as 


there was some reason for believing that the his- | 


tory to which allusion had been made was partially 
unperfect. The object was to supply any ascer- 
tained deficiency, and not to encourage book-ma- 
king; for no one was more opposed to congressional 
book-making than he. Ue concurred in the views 
expressed by the Senator from Missouri as to the 
abuse to which he had alluded; but the remarks 
were as applicable to one document as to another. 


Some printed during the last session were found | 


under the counter. The observations were good, 
but should not be viewed as general in their applica- 
tion. Gentlemen of science had-made valuable re- 
ports, which were ordered to be printed; but if 
members of Congress placed no more estimate upon 
them than to sell them by the pound, they ought 
to be privileged to do so. 


ments abroad and by philanthropists at home; and 


his object was, to show that this interesting people || 
had been treated with great kindness by our Gov- || 


ernment: therefore, his design was, not to present 
a one-sided or partial statement, but a connected 
history from the Revolution to this moment, ex- 


hibiting the exact relations between the United 


States and this unfortunate race. If the resolution 
went beyond this, he had no objection to its being 
circumscribed; it would be very easy to amend it. 


He hoped the resolution would receive the consid- || 


eration of the Senate. He had submitted the in- 


quiry which had given rise to it from no wish to | 


allow any one to figure in this matter—to make 


books or worthless documents; and he would be || 
well contented if any disposition should be made | 


of it. 


Mr. BENTON. Let it lie on the table. 


The resolutions were then laid on the table for | 


the present. 
PERSONAL AND EXPLANATORY. 
Mr. ALLEN here rose, and said that he de- 


sired to ask the indulgence of tne Senate to make | 


| a correction of what he conceived to be a material 


error in the remarks of Senators yesterday, as re- 
ported in the papers of the day. The remarks of 


one of the Senators—the Senator from South Car- | 


olina—as reported, concluded thus: ‘* I was hap- 
‘ py, also, to hear from the chairman of the com- 
* mittee that a ‘ masterly inactivity’ would not lead 
‘to war, but that the course he (Mr. A.] recom- 
* mended would lead to war.’’ In the remarks of 


As to the phraseology of the resolution he | 
did not care; if it were not acceptable to Senators, | 
he would be happy to hear from them suggestions | 


Valuable documents, | 
however, ought not to be withheld from the people. || 
He believed that our relations with the Indian | 
tribes had been placed in a false light by Govern- | 


Jan. 22 
_ the Senator from Florida, as reported, he found 
this sentiment: * Let him ask Linsealt [Mr. A.} 
* whether he was prepared to go forward with the 
‘notice, which he says will lead to war,” &¢ 
Now he (Mr. A.) desired to say that he made no 
such declarations as were ascribed to him in the re- 
marks of Senators, as reported in the newspapers, | ¢ 
seemed iiportant, in view of every interest, that 
he (Mr. A.) should be distinctly ‘understood oy 
this subject, and therefore he wished to explain 
what he did say. He said that he did not believe 
and that no Senator on that floor, so far as he 
could understand, did believe, that in the measures 
proposed relative to the Oregon territory, they; 
would be any just cause of war on the part of 
Great Britain. That was one statement. The 
other statement was, that notwithstanding they 
| were all of that opinion, yet they were divided in 
opinion—if he could judge of the sentiments ex. 
pressed by Senators who had spoken—as to thy 
probability of Great Britain viewing these meas- 
ures as they did, or the reverse. They ditfered 
as to the probability of Great Britain viewing these 
measures in the one light or the other; and there- 
fore Senators might very justly differ upon the 
question as to the probability of the occurrence of 
the contingency of war. That was what he said, 
He expressed no opinion as to what course Great 
Britain would pursue ; but he did express his opin- 
ion that she would find in their legislation no just 
cause for war. What construction she might deem 
proper to put upon our legislation—what course 
she might think herself justified in pursuing, was 
a matter which he could not underiake to solve, 
and on which he then expressed no opinion. But 
whilst up, he would express an opinion. He 
would say this: that he did not believe—(all other 
matters out of consideration—other state reasons 
thrown out of the connexion)—he did not believe 
that Great Britain would go to war solely and ex- 
clusively for the possession of Oregon, and there- 
fore our measures in reference to Oregon will not 
only afford her no just ground of war, but will not 
lead to war, without she had other state reasons 
for desiring a conflict with the United States. 

He (Mr. A.) deemed it proper, im view of a'l 
the interests concerned, to make this statement. 
Without pretending or designing to cast any censure 
anywhere, he deemed it right and proper, and even 
necessary, in view of all concerned, to make this 
explanation. 

Mr. CALHOUN. [rise simply with reference 
to the remarks of the Senator applicable to what ! 
said yesterday. I did not hear the Senator read 

the extract from the report, as I then happened to 
'| be behind the chair. Will he read it again. 

Mr. Aen read the extract already given. 

Mr. CALHOUN. My expression was * might 
occur,’’ not * would occur.’ 

A Senator, (whose name we did not learn,) asked: 
What paper do you read from? 

Mr. ALLEN. The * Union.” 

Mr. YULEE inquired whether, in speaking of 
the Senator from Florida, the Senator from Ohio 
had reference to him? 

Mr. ALLEN. Yes. 

Mr. YULEE had then only to remark, that he 
felt himself warranted in the inference that the 
| Senator from Ohio did expect that war would re- 
| sult from giving the notice—at all events that he 
deemed that that would be a:probable result of the 

notice being given by this Government. That in- 
ference he felt justified in drawing, from the fact 
that the Senator was willing, only on the contin- 
gency of the passage of that resolution, directing 
the President to give notice of the termination of 
the joint occupancy under that convention, to vole 
| for the proposed increase of the navy, and did re- 
gard that billas a war measure. He had no doubt 
that the gentleman would regard him (Mr. Y.) a8 
warraf®d in drawing the inference that he did ex- 
|| pect war as a probable, or at all events a very pos- 
|| sible, contingency to result from the passage of the 





|| Oregon resolution; else he [Mr. ALLEN] would not 
|| have been willing to make the appropriation asked 
| for, with a view to increase our naval force cuntin- 
| genton the passage of that resolution, and thus 
| given it the aspect of a war measure. He (Mr. 
iI y) was endeavoring to resist the assumption by 


he gentleman that this was a war measure. He 


t 
|| had thus stated the grounds on which he had drawn 


| his inference, and if he were wrong, he would be 
glad.to be set right by the gentleman. : 
Mr. ALLEN. Sir, I care nothing for your i)- 


i" 
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_ [have nothing to do with your inferen- || 
ah is with the statements that I have to do. / 
] made no such statement as Is represented to have 
been made by me in the reported speech of the | 

an. 
ei YULEE, Well, I did not assert that you 
did—but I considered myself quite justified in| 
drawing the inference which I have stated. 

Mr. ALLEN. I care not what your inferences 
emf ort, | 

On motion, it was 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it ad- 
journ to meet on Monday. 


On motion of Mr. ASHLEY, 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business; and, after some time spent 
therein, the doors being re-opened, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspay, January 22, 1846. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved + . , 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON, on leave given, offered 
the following resolution; which was adopted: 

“Resolved, That the Committee on the Post 
‘Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
‘the expediency of establishing a mail route from 
‘Decatur, in Morgan county, Alabama, to Moul- 
‘ton, in Lawrence county, Alabama.”’ 


Mr. G. W. JONES asked the House at this 
time to take up and consider the resolution offered 
by him yesterday, and then laid over by the rule. 
He did not suppose that it could give rise to any | 
debate; but if it did, he would withdraw his mo- 
tion. 

No objection being made, the resolution was 
read as follows: 

* Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
‘be directed to report to this House the quantity, | 
‘invoice value or cost, amount of duties actually 
‘paid, the rate of duty, and the equivalent ad va- 
‘lorem duty per cent. of all articles, both free and 
‘dutiable, imported into the United States during 
‘the year ending January 30, 1845.” 

No amendment having been offered, the resolu- 
tion was adopted, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a report from the Register of the Treasury, in 
compliance with a resolution of the House of the 
19th instant, showing the amount expended annu- , 
ally for the printing of the two Houses of Con- 
gress, from the first to the last Congress inclusive; | 
which letter and report were referred to the select 
committee on the subject of printing. 


FREMONT’S REPORT. 


The SPEAKER also presented the following 
communication from B. B. Frencn, esq., Clerk of | 
the House; which was read: 


Orrice oF THE CLERK House Reps. U.S., | 
January 21, 1846. | 

To the Speaker of the House of Representatives: | 
Sir: On the 13th instant, the House passed a || 
resolution in the following words: | 
“Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be, and || 

‘ hehereby is, directed to distribute the extra copies || 
‘of Lieutenant Fremont’s reports, ordered to be | 
‘printed by the last House, amongst the members || 
‘of the present House.”’ 
_The document which the undersigned was thus | 
directed to distribute to the members of this House | 
was ordered to be printed and distributed by a res- 
olution of the last House of Representatives, adopt 
ed on the 25th day of February, 1845, in the fol- | 
lowing words: 
‘Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be, and || 
‘he is hereby, directed to receive, in the recess of | 
Congress, the reports of Lieutenant (now brevet | 
‘Captain) Fremont’s expedition of 1843 and 1844 || 
to Oregon and North California, as the same shall || 
be published frem the War Department; and that | 
‘ten thousand extra copies thereof be printed, to- 
‘ gether with the lithrographed maps and drawings || 
, ccompanying the same, for the use of the mem- || 
bers of the present Congress; and also the report | 
of the same officer of his expedition to the Rocky } 
mountains in the year 1842, be re-printed, with {| 
the report of the last expedition, without the ap- | 


pendix of astronomical and meteorological obser- 
vations, ”? 








| 
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In view of the contradiction in terms contained 
in the foregoing resolutions, the undersigned enter- 
tained doubts as to the effect of the resolution pass- 
ed by the last House. It became a question in his 


' mind whether that resolution did not vest a right 
| of property in the document ordered by that reso- 
_lutien to be distributed, in the members of that 


Congress, of which those persons alone could di- 
vest themselves. And the Clerk having them in 
his possession, an order of a member of the last 
Congress, dated March 1, 1845, to deliver * all 
yublic documents or books’’ due to him asa mem- 
of the 28th Congress, to a gentleman in this 
city, deemed it proper, on the day of the adoption 
of the resolution of the 13th instant, by the present 


| House, to address a letter to the Attorney General 
of the United States, setting out the facts, and re- 


spectfully requesting his opinion, whether the Clerk 
could deliver the copies of Fremont’s Report, still 
undelivered, to the members of this House, without 
subjecting himself to a legal prosecution by mem- 
bers of the last House, for thus disposing of books 
which they claimed as their property. And also 
whether by the passage of the resolution of the 
25th of February, 1845, the property of the books 
ordered vested in the members of the House which 
passed the resolution. 

The Attorney General has not replied in writing, 
or officially, to the letter of the undersigned; but at 
a personal interview with that officer, he declined 
giving an-opinion, and advised the undersigned to 
bring all the facts before the House, through the 
Speaker. 

The undersigned respectfully states that no 
question has ever heretofore been made, within 
his knowledge, as to the private and personal right 
of a member to such books and documents as the 
House have by resolution ordered to be distrib- 
uted amongst the members; and there are many 


| cases on the files of the office where executors, ad- 


ministrators, and assignees have applied for, and 
received, the books and documents of their testa- 


_ tors, intestates, or assignors; and there are now in 


the possession of the undersigned, as Clerk of this 
House, hundreds of volumes of books belonging 
to members of former Congresses, which he has 
ever held to be as sacredly their private property 
as he would the value in money of those same 
books deposited with him in trust. 

There is no question that the members of the 
last House of Representatives, who are not mem- 
bers of this House, consider themselves entitled 


each to his proportion of the ten thousand copies 


of Freemont’s Report, ordered by the resolution of 
last House; and many of those members have sent 
to their successors in the: present House orders 
upon the Clerk to deliver the copies to which they 
are entitled, to those successors, for distribution 
among their common constituents. Since the adop- 
tion by the House of the resolution of the 13th in- 
stant, the undersigned has received letters from sev- 
eral members of the last House of Representatives, 
who are not members of this House, protesting 
against the delivery of the copies of Fremont’s Re- 
port, claimed by them, to any person other than 
themselves, except by their arder. Those letters 
are communicated herewith, together with a letter 
from a highly respectable member of this House, 
protesting generally ‘‘in behalf of those who are 
‘absent, to my taking any step whatever to deprive 
‘them of Fremont’s Journal, to which they are en- 
‘ titled by virtue of a solemn, a legal, and a valid act 
ie House of Representatives. ’’ 

Under these circumstances, the undersigned feels 
that he is placed in a most unpleasant dilemma. 
While he may aoe himself, on the one hand, to 
legal prosecution by complying with the order of 


the 13th instant, he is aware that he may, on the | 
other hand, incur blame and censure by failing to 


do so. 


He knows, however, that in appealing through | 
you to the House of Representatives to relieve him | 
in some way from the embarrassment in which he | 


is placed, he appeals to a body composed of indi- 


viduals not one of whom would require him to do || stituents. 


an act which would have the remotest tendency to 
involve him in personal difficulty. 

He therefore most viieanilie, but earnestly, 
prays that the House may take such order in the 


premises as will relieve him from the unpleasant | 


situation in which the conflicting resolutions of the 


last and the present sessions, above referred to, 


have placed him. 
With the disposition to carry out promptly and 
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faithfully every order of the House of Representa- 
tives of which he may be made the instrument, he 
subscribes himself, most respectfully, your obe- 
dient servant, B. B. FRENCH, 
Clerk of the House of Representatives 
of the United States. 





Hon. Jonn W. Davis, 

Speaker of the House of Pepresentatives. 

Afier an inquiry by Mr. JENKINS in relation 
to the number of copies of the report which had 
been presented to the members of the last Congress, 
the reply to which, by the Clerk, the reporter could 
not hear— 

Mr. JAMES 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk forthwith distribute the 
report of Fremont according to the order of the 
House of 13th January instant. 

The SPEAKER said the resolution was not in 
order except by general consent. 

And no objection being made, the resolution was 
entertained, 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON said that he did not object to 
the course pursued by the Clerk in submitting this 
subject to the House, but he objected to his reason- 
ing in the communication just read, and he would 
undertake to show that it is erroneous in every 
principle. The Clerk takes the ground (continued 
Mr. T.) that the former House havine directed the 
printing and distribution of Captain Fremont’s re- 
port, the books belonged to the members of that 
House, and cannot now be authorized to be de- 
livered to the members of this House; and that by 
doing so, he (the Clerk) would be subjecting himself 
to suits or actions for so doing. I would ask, if ws 
have no power to recall a mere order of a former 
Congress? It is assumed that there is a vested 
right in these books, printed for distribution, in the 
members of the Congress who made the order. Sir, 
will it be pretended that they have an absolute prop- 
erty in the book? Let us see how this is. Could 
the number to which a member is entitled to be 
levied on and sold for his debts? Could they be 
attached? Is it possible that these books, printed 
for distribution, and paid for out of the money of 
the treasury, is the personal property of the mem- 
ber, and that they would descend to his heirs, or go 
to his executors to pay his debts? If this would not 
follow, then is there no vested rights to be infringed 
by this order. Sir, this question has been decided, 
already decided, at this session of Congress. Mem- 
bers had come on here, and taken their seats ac- 
cording to the rules and usages of this House. 
Notwithstanding this, sir, and notwithstanding it 
was claimed that the members had vested nghts by 
virtue of the rules of the House, and by the act of 
taking their seats, still the House rescinded the or- 
der, and removed members from their seats, and 
submitted them to a new appropriation by lottery, 
The vested right, under the rules of the House, 
was just as strong in the case of the seats as in this 
case of the books. On that question it was object- 
ed, that members could not vote, because prohibit- 


THOMPSON offered the follow- 


| ed by rules of the House from voting in cases in 
| which they were personally interested. The Chair 
| promptly decided that the interest was as a repre- 


| sentative, and not as an individual. 


| circumstances. 


Now, if these 
books are individual property, then, by the rules 
of the House, the members could not ties voted 
on the subject, because of the rule which prohibits 
amember from voting when he is personally in- 
terested. He could not have voted under these 
It is simply on the ground that he 
is not voting for himself, hut as a representative, 
for the benefit and use of his constituents, that he 
could vote for his ewn use. This is monstrous ! 


| Why, what would be thought of a member who 


should set up a shop, and sel] the books voted by 
the House? Would the Clerk distribute books to 
such a one for such a purpose? Could not the 
House prevent such sieleiad? If there be a vested 
right, this could not be prevented; you would have 
to let us go on. 
Sir, the representative is a trustee for his con- 
Cannot the trustee be changed, for the 
purpose of executing the trust, to prevent the trust 
from failing? Why, sir, it is every day’s practice 
to change a trustee for the benefit of the cestuy que 
trust. I insist (said Mr. T.) that the members 
here have only a qualified property in these books, 
and all furnished by the same process. Their 
property is only to receive and distribute them to 
the people. They are trustees for this purpose. 
The order of the 13th instant only changes the 
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trustee; the party beneficially interested—the peo- 
ple—remain as before, and their interests remain 
untouched. 

W hy, sir, what contract does this order for dis- 
tribution violate? If it violates no contract, it 
violates no vested right. What contract was there 
with the members of the last Congress for these 
books? What did they give for them? A mem- 
ber has a contract for $8 per day; this cannot be 
taken away: did he come here under any contract 
to receive anything more by way of compensation? 
Certainly not. What contract is there, then, that 
the constitutional provision interposes to protect? 
I can see nose whatever. There is no contract, 
then: and there is no law under which the position 
can be maintained, because the order is not in the 

hape of a law; it is arule, or order of this House. 

{i is nota vested right under a law, because, to be 
uch, it would have required the action of all the 
branches of the Government to make the law. 
tut here this was not the case; only this House 
eted in making the order; it was not a law, there- 
fore; it was butan order, and does not come at all 
within the alleged operation of the constitutional 
protection. ‘The resolution, in fairness and jus- 
uce, ought to pass, and T hope it will pass. 

Mr. JOSEPEL R. INGERSOLL replied brief- 
ly to the remarks of Mr. 'Tnompson, contending 
that this was a high and sacred trust, which should 
not be violated by this Hlouse without very strong 


reasons. And he referred to the statement of the 
Clerk as to what had been the unanimous practice 
and usage of the House in such cases. 


Mr. SCTLENCK opposed the resolution, as well 
on the arguments of courtesy, convenience, and 
common justice, as of the precedent which its 
adoption would establish. The course of proceed- 
ing was one which would effect this object—that 
any odium attached to voting appropriations of 
money to privat documents by one Congress would 
attach to that Congress, whilst another Congress 


hrinking from the re: pons ibility of making the ape 
pray riations, would take to the mselves the books. 
Mr. S. offered the following as a substitute for 
the resolution offered by Mr. 'Tuompson: 
Resolved, That five thousand extra copies of 
Captain Fremont’s Report be printed for the use of 
the members of this House: and that the resolu- 
tion of the 13th of January instant, proposed by 
this Hlouse, in relation to said re port, be rescinded, 
Mr. SAWTELLE rose to inquire, for his own 
information and for the information of the new 
rie mbpers of this Liouse, whethe r any me mber of 
the last Congress had sold or disposed of his por- 
tion of these reports; and whether any order had 
heen drawn upon the Clerk to deliver them to any 


book store in Washington? 


> 


Mr. RATHBUN rose, he said, to inquire wheth- 
er the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Sawte.ve] had 
received any information of that character which 
was to be relied upon? 

Mr. SAWTELLE., 1 have. 

Mr. RATHBUN, Then move for a committee 
to investigate the facts, and report them to this 


| louse. 


Mr. SAWTELLE, I suppose the Clerk is 
prepare dt to give the information. 
Mr. RA'TTHBUN said he objected; and he rose 


to this point of order: that it was not in order for 
an imputation to be cast by the gentleman from 
Maine, through the Clerk, or any other person, on 
any member of this House, and (he was under- 
stood to say) that the reputation of every member 
should be protected, unless first convicted through 
tlie investigation of a committee. 

Ir, SAWTELLE. 1 aw credibly informed 
that itis a faet (and, if 1 mistake not, I was so 
told by the Clerk) that an order had been drawn 
upon him by one individual to deliver these books 
to a third party. That was the reason I made the 
inquiry, and I supposed that the Clerk would give 
a categorical answer. 

Mr. RATHBUN submitted, as a question of 
order, that it was not proper for a member to call 
on the Clerk to answer a question before the House; 
and that it was not proper for any member to de- 
tail to the House what the Clerk had told him. 

Mr. SAW'TELLE said the Clerk had presented 
ie information this morning—i. e. in the state- 
ment, as the reporter understood. 

‘The SPEAKER, in reference to the last point of 
order raised by Mr. Rarnpon—i. e. as to the in- 
terrogation of the Clerk—said, that it had been the 
habit of the Llouse to put interrogatories through | 
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the Speaker to the Clerk; and that the Clerk now | Ingersoll, Jenkins, Joseph Johnson, George \W 
stated that no such information as that mentioned || Jones, Thos. B. King, aie Ligon, Long, Mee 
by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. SAwTELLeE] || Clelland, McCrate, McGaughey, McKay, John P 
was in his possession, | Martin, Miller, Morris, Parish, Payne, I ; 

Mr. SAWTELLE. Then I move that a select || Phelps, Price, Rhett, Roberts, Runk, Russell, 


committee be raised to investigate the matter. 


erry, 
Saw. 
| telle, Sawyer, Seaman, Severance, L. H. Sing 
The SPEAKER said it wr ald not be competent |! Simpson, ‘l'ruman Smith, Stanton, Starkweat}). ,. 
to submit such a motion, until the resolution now || Strong, Sykes, James Thompson, Tibbatts, Ti). 
under consideration had Leen disposed of. || den, ‘Tredway, Vinton, Wick, Wilmot, Woodruiy 

Mr. SAWTELLE. I do not intend to debate || Woodward, Woodworth, Yancey, Yell, Youno’ 
the question. Iam not afflicted with that disease, || and Yost—94. ” 
that malady which has been raging here for some || NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, J. Q. Adams, Ander. 


days, denominated, sometimes, cacoéthes loquendi. || son, Barringer, Bell, James Black, Bowlin, Boyd, 
| hope I never may be afflicted with it, although, 3 


srinkerhoff, Milton Brown, Catheart, John “G. 
from the disposition I have manifested for several || Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Cobb, (9). 
days past to get the floor in committee, the chair- | lamer, Dargan, Garrett Davis, Delano, Dixoy. 
man and some other members may have been in- || Dunlap, John H. Ewing, Hamlin, Henley, Hj). 
duced to suppose that I have at least exhibited its || liard, Hoge, E. B. Holmes, G. 8. Houston, fy- 
premonitory symptoms. I therefore move the ||} mund W. Hubard, Hudson, Hungerford, Was), 
previous question on the resolution of the gentle- || ington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Hunter, J. R. [)- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Tuompson.] | gersoll, James H. Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Key- 
Mr. NORRIS moved that the whole subject be || nedy, Daniel P. King, Lewis, Lumpkin, MeCley- 
laid on table. ’ || nand, McConnell, McDowell, McHenry, Mell- 
Which motion was rejected. | vaine, Marsh, Barclay Martin, Morse, Mosely, 
And the question recurring, and being taken, on || Moulton, Norris, Perrill, Pettit, Rathbun, Reid, 
the demand of Mr. Sawre.ue for the previous || Relfe, Ritter, Julius Rockwell, J. A. Rockwell, 
question; 1} Schenck, A: 2, Sims, Albert Smith, Thomas 
There was a second. | Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Strohm, st. 
And the main question (being first on the sub- || John, Thibodeaux, ‘Thomasson, Jacob 'Thomp- 
stitute amendment of Mr. Scuenck) was ordered || son, Benjamin Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, 
to be now taken. Trumbo, Vance, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wood, 
After some unimportant conversation on a point | Winthrop, and Wright—8s1. 
of order— So the resolution was adopted. 
Mr. PAYNE asked the yeas and nays on the And, on motion of Mr. BRODHEAD, the com- 
amendment, which were ordered; and, being taken, || munication of the Clerk was ordered to be laid on 
resuited as follows: 


the table. 
YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, An- | The SPEAKER announced that the unfinished 
derson, Arnold, Ashmun, Blanchard, Boyd, Brink- 


business was the report of the Committee of Elec- 
erhoff, Catheart, John G. Chapman, Augustus A, || tions in the case of the Florida contested election, 

Chapman, Cobb, Collamer, ¢ ‘ranston, Culver, Dar- Mr. SAWTELLE rose and asked leave to offer 
ragh, Garrett Davis, Delano, Dixon, Dunlap, John || the following resolution, w nich was read for infor- 
H. Ewing, Giddings, Giles, Hampton, Harper, || mation: . 

Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, Samuel D. Hubbard, Resolved, That a committee of five members ly 
Hudson, Washington Hunt, Jas. B. Hunt, Chas. 


appointed, with power to send for persons or pa- 
J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James H. John- || pers, to inquire whether any member or members 
son, Daniel P. Kine, Thomas B. King, Lewis, 


of the 28th Congress, or any other Congress, have 
Long, Maclay, MeClernand, McHenry, Mellvaine, || sold or otherwise disposed of Fremont’s Re port, or 
Marsh, Morse, Mosely, Norris, Pe rrill, Pollock, || other books, printed, purchased, or distributed by 
Julius Rockwell, John A. tockwell, Runk, Rus- || order of Congress for valuable considerations; and 
sell, Schenck, Alexander D. Sims, Albert Smith, 


whether any orders have been drawn upon thy 

’ . ‘ ‘ * : ‘ ae = | f 

C. B. Smith, Stephens, St. John, Strohm, Thom- || Clerk for the delivery of said books: and that said 
asson, Benjamin Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, 


committee report to this House the name of said 
Tilden, ‘Toombs, Trumbo, Vance, Wentworth, || person or persons engaged in said transactions, 
Wick, Williams, Winthrop, Wright, Young, and || and all the facts thereof. ; 
Yost—75. || Objections having been made, a motion to sus- 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Raker, Bedin- || pend the rules was agreed to. 

ver, Bell, Benton, Biggs, James Black, James A. And the resolution being thus before the House, 
Black, Bowlin, Brodhead, Milton Brown, William || and the question being on its adoption— 
G. Brown, Buffington, Burt, William W. Camp- Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL moved to amend it 
hell, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Cocke, || by adding thereto the following: 
Crozier, Cullom, Cummins, Daniel, De Mott, Dil- “And that they examine into and report to this 
lincgham, Dobbin, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, Ed-, || House what order ought to be taken in relation to 
win H. Ewing, Ficklin, Garvin, Gentry, Goodyear, || books and documents other than Fremont’s Repor', 
Gordon, Graham, Grover, Harmanson, Henley, || now in possession of the Clerk of this q Louse, a ( 
Herrick, Hoge, Hough, John W. Houston, Geo. || referred to in his communication of this day; and 
S. Houston, E. W. Kubard, Hungerford, Jenkins, || also to report for the consideration of the House 

some rule or order regulating the disposition o! 


Jos. Johnson, G. W. Jones, Kennedy, Leake, Leib, J 3 
Levin, Ligon, Lumpkin, McClelland, McConnell, || documents and books which may hereafter be pub- 
lished by order of this House. 


McCrate, McDowell, McGaughey, McKay, John | 
P. Martin, Barelay Martin, Morris, Owen, Parish, | Mr. WENTWORTH suggested to the gentle- 
man so to modify his resolution as to include the 


Payne, Pendleton, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Price, ’ ; 
Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Saw- || members of previous Congresses, and not to coniine 
it to the 28th Congress. 


telle, Sawyer, Seaman, Severance, “Leonard H. y . 
Sims, Simpson, Truman Smith, Thomas Smith, Mr. SAWTELLE declined to accept the modi- 
Stanton, Starkweather, Strong, Sykes, Jas. Thomp- || fication. es 
son, Jacob Thompson, Tredway, Vinton, Whea- Mr. PAYNE expressed the hope that his friend 
ton, Wilmot, Wood, Woodruff, Woodward, || from Maine would not accept the modification pro- 
Woodworth, Yancey, and Yell—106. || posed by the gentleman from Illinois. The object 
So the amendment was rejected, | which the gentleman had in offering the resolution, 
The question then recurred on the adoption of || and which he (Mr. P.) most sincerely wished to 
the resolution. be carried out, was to examine into the wate of 
Mr. SCHENCK asked the yeas and nays, || facts, and ascertain whether any member of this 
which were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as || Congress has sold books given to him by this body; 
follows: / and let him tell them, he deemed it due to = 
YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Arnold, Ash- || House, due to the honor of its members, that = 
mun, Baker, Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, James A. || examination should be made. No report was mor 
Black, Blanchard, Brodhead, William G. Brown, || common than that which went out among the peo- 
Buffington, Burt, Cabell, William W. Campbell, 
Chipman, Clarke, Cocke, Cranston, Crozier, Cul- | 
lom, Culver, Cummins, Daniel, De Mott, Dilling- 
ham, Dobbin, Douglass, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erd- | 
man, Edwin H. Ewing, Ficklin, Foster, Garvin, | 
Gentry, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, Gro- | 
ver, Harmanson, Hough, 8. D. Hubbard, C.J. ! 


»00ks, of converting them into money, and of 
pocketing the proceeds. He had no right to speak 
of any gentleman except himself; but so far as he 
was concerned, he should feel that he was Just 
guilty, as basely guilty, in a transaction of this sort 


as though he should put his arm into the public 


ve that they were in the habit of appropriating for 


Wi 
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treasury and purloin the public funds. Now, in- 
asmuch as this report had gone out throughout the 
eountry—inasmuch as they met it everywhere— 
inasmuch as he had heard it again and again re- 
A ated—it was due to the honor of this House— 
iiwas due to the members of this body—that the 
resolution should be adopted, and that they should 
sand up against the imputation if there be no 
wrounds for it: but, on the other hand, if there 
were grounds for it—if there was a member on this 
goor who had so far forgotten what was due to the 
jonor of this body, what was due to those rules 
of honesty, of morai honesty, which should gov- 
eyn him in the discharge of his legislative duties— 
then let his name be exposed to the public, that the 
fipver of scorn might point him out to that public. 
' hor these reasons, Mr. P. wished to see the 
resolution passed ; and he told the gentleman from 
Maine, if he admitted the modification of the gen- 
weman from Ijlinois, the result would be, that they 
would have no examination, ‘They could not ar- 
rive at the facts; if they could, he would be will- 
ing to go back to any extent, he cared not how 
far. But let them go back to the Congress con- 
cerning Which they could ascertain the facts, and 
it them see Whether these peculations had oc- 
curred. The modification would defeat the ob- 
ctof the resolution; and he therefore hoped the 
‘ventieman would not adopt it. 
Mr. LEAKE demanded the previous question 
on the adoption of the resolution. 

And there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

After a suggestion by Mr. CROZIER, and Mr. 
HOUSTON of Alabama, as to the phraseology 
of the resolution, 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

And the resolution, as thus amended, was 
adopted. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved that the rules of the 
House be suspended for the purpose of calling the 
committees for reports, that the bills and reports 
might go to the printers. 

‘he motion was rejected 


CONTESTED ELECTION FROM FLORIDA. 


The House resumed the ‘consideration of the 
report of the Committee of Elections in this case, 
and of the several propositions thereon pending. 

Mr. BLGGS, referring to the allusions which 
had been made in the course of the previous de- 
hate to the proceedings in the Committee of Elec- 
tions, Was understood to inquire of the Speaker 
whether such allusions were in order? 

The SPEAKER said they were not in order. 

Mr. BIGGS was understood to say, then, that 
as no good, but much mischief might result from 
its violation, he should hereafter insist on a strict 
adherence to the rules. 

Mr. Brockensprouau, the contestant, held the 
floor, 

Mr. CABELL rose and said, that he had risen 
for the purpose of making a proposition, which 
would probably save much time. It had been in- 
tumated by the friends of the contestant that his 
desire was that the voice of the people, as given at 
the polls, should be heard, and should prevail; that 
he did not wish to avail himself of any technical 
wivantage, but that he was ready to adopt such a 
course as would enable the House to ascertain how 
the people had voted. That was precisely his 
(Mr. C.’s) object; and it could be accomplished, 
as he understood, by the adoption of the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
A.D. Sims.] If the friends of the gentleman [Mr. 
Bro KENBROUGH] were sincere—or rather, if the 
frends of the gentleman spoke for him—and such 
was his object, it could (Mr. C. repeated) be at- 
tained by that resolution. ‘To test the matter, he 


Nee, es 


would therefore propose that the resolution should | 


be submitted to the House without further debate. 
And, if it was the object of all parties—as it 


certainly was his—to arrive at a knowledge of the || 


facts, this was a mode by which it could be ef- 
fected, 


_ [will also (continued Mr. C.) offer an alterna- 


live proposition. If the gentleman [Mr. Brockrn- | 


sRrovucH] will not meet me on this point—if the res- 
olution is not acceptable to him or to his friends—I 
will propose that, inasmuch as it is doubtful which 
of the two have received a majority of the votes of 
the people of Florida, (and I admit that it is doubt- 
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ful, although I believe that I have myself received 
that majority) yet I propose to him that we give 
this House no further trouble, but that we go back 
to the people—the fountain-source from which we 
| claim our rights. They are the proper tribunal. I 
am not afraid of them. 1 believe that they have 
once elected me, and that they will elect me again. 
Lam willing to trust myself in their hands, and | 
believe that they will at once confer a majority of 
their sufirages upon me. ; 
It has been said by those who differ with me in 
political opinion, that Florida is a Democratic 
Siate. Well, lL acknowledge myself a Whig. It 
is true that, a few months ago, the Democratic 
party swept our entire State; it is true that mem- 
bers of that party were elected to the various State 
offices by a very large majority; and that the mem- 
ber elect to this Congress |Mr. Yu.esr, since elect- 
ed Senator of the United States] was retured by a 
majority of about one-fourth of the entire vote. 
It is said that 1 took the Democratic party by sur- 
prise; that I caught them napping. But they are 
wide awake now; and | propose that before th y 
go to sleep again we should go back to the people, 
and let them decide on our respective clains. ‘The 
gentleman can accept either of these propositions 
that he may choose; and if either is accepted, there 
will of course be no further necessity for the action 
of this House. 
Mr. BROCK. ENBROUGH rose and said: The 
question before this House was not what might 
have been the cause why so much larger a vote 
was given to his opponent than was given to the 
gentleman of the same political party at the pre- 
vious election. Ele was willing to concede to the 
House that it was the transcendant abilities of the 
gentleman contrasted with the abilities of the pre- 
vious candidate; although many of the people of 
his State had said it was not owing to this cause, 
but to the transcendant falsehoods of the political 
press which had slandered him (Mr. B.) when his 
back was turned, and he was at so great a distance 
that it was impossible for him to answer them. 
But he had done with that. 
Was it any great matter, (he asked,) after he 
had clearly proved before the committee of this 
House that he had such a majority as had been 
| Shown, notwithstanding all the technical objections 
that had been raised—was it a matter of particular 
courtesy, of particular generosity or friendliness, 
for the gentleman now to come forward and offer 
this proposition to him? In the very printed doc- 
ument which his competitor had thought proper 
to lay before the House, he had declared it out of 
his power to give him (Mr. B.) notice of the 
grounds on which he meant to meet him in con- 
| testing the election; and in the committee room, 
as wellas in this paper, (for he spoke not alone 
of what took place in the committee room,) after 
he (Mr. B.) had proved his majority, the propo- 
sition was then for the first time Intimated by the 
gentleman to lay the subject before the people. 
After much time had been spent, after arguments 
had been made before the committee, it was said, 
to save the committee any further trouble, Ict us 
refer this question back to the people, to whom 
it properly belongs. His (Mr. B.’s) prompt 
reply was, that as the committee had already had 
the trouble of the investigation, it was as well to 
save the people the trouble of a new election, as 
it was to save the committee and the House the 
trouble of deciding this question, which had been 
thus presented to them. A Florida Whig paper 
brought here the information as soon as the mail 
could bring it, that that proposition was made by 
his competitor, and by him (Mr. B.) wa8 prompt- 
ly rejected, adding insult to the committee and to 
the House. It was said that it was promptly re- 
jected by Mr. Brockensroven because he had 
rather trust to a ** Locofoco’’ committee and ** Lo- 
| cofoco”’ House of Representatives, than to go be- 
fore the people. He could not see, then, that his 
competitor could claim to have been particularly 
generous in this matter. If the gentleman was, as 
he alleged, so hurried to come here to perform the 
| duties which he owed to his constituents, that he 
| could not find the time to state to him (Mr. B.) the 
grounds upon which he meant to meet the issue, 
| he asked him, what had he done since he had been 
| here, that he was now willing to deprive the State 

of Florida of her elected Representative? Had he 

fortified her harbors? Had he protected her coasts? 
Had he regulated her land system? What stu- 
pendous work had he done, that he shculd be 


235 


willing to leave that State for several months of 
this important Congress without a Representative, 
when he had been in such a hurry to come on here? 
No; these were very ingenious movements—move- 
ments which showed a part of the same ability by 
means of which he (M *. B.) had come so near 
being defeated. The gentleman might be willing 
to abandon a seat proved to belong to him, (Mr. 
B.,) but he (Mr. B.) could not abandon the duties 
which he owed to his constituents here. 

The other proposition of his competitor was, 
that the proposition of the gentdeman from South 
Carolina [Mr. A. D. Sims] should be adopted, and 
that he [Mr.Capnexr] should be retained in his seat, 
in the face of the majority which he (Mr, B.) had 
clearly proved, both by the report of the minority 
and the majority of the committee, while he (Mr. 
B.) was despatched on the Quixotic expedition to 
Florida to try to find out if there were not some 
returns which, by some possibility, might give the 
election to his opponent. 

Mr. Speaker, (said he,) T have brought forward 
all the returns which have come to my knowledge, 
L have broucht forward all the returns, as | venly 
believe, which have come to the office of the Seere- 
tary of State. Lasked for all; | demanded all; | 
am incapable of having demanded only a part. 
The gentleman insinuated (Mr. B. continued) in 
his perinte d addre SS, that he (Mr. Bb.) had asked 
only for such part of the returns as were favorable 


to him; bat the wentleman had not asserted it, be- 
cause he knew that he (Mr. B.) was incapable of 
such an act, and because he knew that that officer 
was incapable of lending his aid toany such scheme. 
If there were any preeimets in Florida which were 
yet to be heard from, he was not acquainted with 
them officially; his competitor said there wer 
some still to be heard from, but the gentleman 
could not even claim that these votes were suf- 
ficient to overcome his (Mr. B.'s) ascertained ma- 
jority. Now, he submitted to the gentleman from 
‘South Carolina, if the position which he had taken 
in his resolution was not a strange and extraordi- 
nary one. The very ingenious gentleman from 
Indiana {[Mr. MeGaucury} admitted that there 
were doubts as to the election of his competitor, 
and the gentleman himself admitted it. He (Mr. 
B.) had never doubted as to the result of the eles 
tion; but doubts had arisen on the mind of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana. Why? Because he (Mr. 
b.) had proved that he had a majority; and if he 
had proved that he had a majority, where was the 
inference that he was not elected? Was it nota 
novel proposition that after he had proved an af- 
firmative, he should now go forward and prove a 
negative? Was it not an anomaly in all rules of 
reasoning ? ; 
Mr. B. having thus stated his reasons for de- 
ining to accede to the propositions made by Mr. 
CABELL, proceeded to a general investigation of 
the case, and a vindication of his claims to the seat 
as representative from Florida. 

A motion to adjourn was then made; which 
having been agreed to by yeas and nays, 

The House adjourned. 


cl 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions and memorials were pre- 
sented, under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 


By Mr. JENKINS: The petition of Elijah Brown, for the 
payment of a revolutionary claim: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. The petition of Elizabeth 
Grinnell, for a pension: referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions. The petition of Savil Moores for a 
pension; referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

By Mr. WM. G. BROWN: The petition of Joseph G, Hill, 
of Virginia, praying Congress to relieve him from the pry 
ment of a certain single bill therein named, on the ground 
that it had been executed to the United States through mis- 
take. Also, the petition of Abraham Brown, asking the 
same relief. 

By Mr. E. B. HOLMES: The petition of Mr. Sant Angelo, 
in regard to the Mexican indemnity: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. RUSSELL: The application of Jonathan Slyter, of 
Clinton county, New York, for an invalid pension; referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. J. G. CHAPMAN: The memorial of the officers 
and managers of the Orphan Asylum ‘and Alexandria Fe- 
male Free school, asking an act of incorporation. 

By Mr. CULLOM: The petition of Paul Chappin, pray- 
ing to be placed on the revolutionary pension roll: referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. The petition 
of Nancy Armstrong, praying to be placed on the pension 
roll: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. R. SMITH: The memorial of a large number of 
citizens of Washington county, Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress to make the public lands free to actual settlers, in 
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limited quantities: referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

By Mr. RENTON: The papers and proofs of John Van 
Flyke, of Montzomery county, New York, asking for a pen- 
sion : referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Ry Mr. COCKE: The petition of Jane Rankin, of Jeffer- 
son county, Tennessee, widow of Reid Rankin, deceased, | 
asking Congress to grant her a pension. 
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put forth in a late number of the ‘ Savannah Re- 
publican.” The editor of that paper, who I un- 
derstand to be one of those Southern gentlemen who 


| oceasionally traffic in the bodies of women and chil- 


|| dren, says: 


' **Can any true patriot sanction such remarks as 


By Mr. HENLEY: The application of the heirs of Mat- || ‘ those uttered by Mr. Gippines on the floor of 


thew Stewart, of Indiana, for money due said Matthew for || « Congress? 


work done on the Cumberland road: referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 


The time has been, when the man 
‘who dared to utter sueh sentiments would have 


By Mr. CATHCART: ‘The memorial of FE. M. Chamber- || ‘ been hooted, not only out of Congress, but out of 


Jain and FE. W. N. Ellis, of Goshen, Indiana, asking that a | 
donation of land be made to the State aforesaid, to aid in the 
construction of a railroad therein specified, as a connecting | 
link inthe contemplated route across the continent: refer- | 
red to the Committee on Public Lands. Also, the memorial | 
of eundry citizens of Pikhart county, Indiana, asking Con- | 
gress to construct a railroad to Oregon: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals, Also, the memorial of Wm. | 
H. Topping: referred to the Committee of Claims. | 

Ry Mr. M.L. MARTIN: The petition of citizens of Ra- | 
cine, for a harbor appropriation at that place. The petition | 
of George FE. Graves, for payment of certain losses sustained 
by him as mail contractor. The petition of citizens of | 
Wisconsin, for appropriation on road from Milwaukie to 
Fond du Lac, Wiseonsin. 
cine, for an appropriation on road from that place to Madi- | 
ron, Wisconsin. ‘The petition of citizens of Racine, Wis- | 
consin, for an appropriation on road from that place to 
Belair. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
ripay, January 23, 1846. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved, 

The following are the members composing the 
committee ordered yesterday to be appointed on 
the motion of Mr. SawTe.ie: 

Messrs. Sawrecce, Hopkins, Sykes, Stewart, 
and Wick. 

The SPEAKER announced that the business 
first in order would be the report of the Commit- 
tee of Elections in the case of the contested elec- 
uon from Florida. 


A PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. GIDDINGS said he rose to a question of 
yivilege, 


'* Though it may not change his views, it will de- | 


The petition of citizens of Ra- || 


The SPEAKER said there was no motion be- 


fore the House. 


Mr. VANCE moved to suspend the rules, to | 
Pp 


enable his colleague to make a personal explana- 
tion. 

Leave was granted. 

Mr. GIDDINGS sent to the Chair the follow- 
ing paragraph, contained in the speech of Mr. 
Bepincer, of Virginia, which was read by the 


Clerk: | 
‘* The South dreads not this contest on her own | 


”~ 


and possibly not half so much as some. 
is a foul aspersion upon her character to say that 
she trembles because she is ‘ weak and helpless, 
defenceless and slaveholding.’ And I will say to 
the person [Mr. Ginpineés, of Ohio] who threw 
out the base suggestion, that the South is able to 
defend her rights, not only on her own sunny 
plains, against the bloody efforts of reckless incen- 


- 


- 


- 


o 


the Federal encroachments of him and his party 
upon the Constitution of the country. And I 
say to him further, that there are bondsmen in 
the South—negro slaves there—who have ever 
been more true and more faithful to their mas- 
ters—to the hands which feed and cherish them— 


- 


- 


- 


7 


“ 


- 


stitution. 
and friends, the ‘ black regiments from the West 
Indies,’ attempt an invasion of Southern soil, 
there are negro slaves there who would meet him 
at the thresholds of their masters’ dwellings, and 
scourge him home.”’ 


-~ 


than he has ever been to his country or its Con- | 
And should he and his cherished allies | 


account more than other portions of this Union, | 


And it | 


diaries, but on this floor and elsewhere, against | 


‘the society of all men of patriotic feelings. It 
‘would be useless to expel him again from the 
‘House for the utterance of treasonable words, 
* because he would doubtless be returned again by his | 
‘ constituents. The only course, therefore, is, for | 
‘the members of Congress and the conductors of 
‘ the press to treat him with contempt at the Capi- | 
‘tol, and hold him up to the scorn of the people 
‘throughout the length and* breadth of the land. | 


‘ stroy his influence, and deter others from coming | 
‘to his support.”’ 

The striking coincidence between the sugges- 
tions of this editor and the attack of the member | 
from Virginia renders further remark on that point | 
unnecessary. 

For the purpose of carrying out the object an- | 
nounced in the ** Savannah Republican,” a letter 
was published in the Union of yesterday, pur- 
porting to be written by the New York corres- | 
pondent of that paper, in which the writer says: 

‘The late vile and wicked speech of Grppines 
‘in the House, appears to be calling forth most 
‘scorching rebukes from his own friends. The 
‘ New York Observer, a religious paper of this 
‘city of wide circulation, and an advocate for the 
‘ final abolition of slavery, in speaking of the infa- | 
‘ mous tone of the Emancipator, the Liberator, and 
‘ Gippines, says: ‘In placing these ominous pas- 
«ozes from the Emancipator, the Liberator, and | 


-~"« 


. 


have a distinct object. It is to declare to the 
‘ world that these are not the sentiments of the non- 
slaveholding States, and they are not the senti- 


- 


speeches in Congress, in their connexion, we | 








‘ments of the anti-slavery Christians of the free | 
States. They are the sentiments of a portion only | 
of those who are technically called abolitionists, | 


° 


‘and who submit to the teachings of Messrs. Lea- 
vitt and Garrison, each of whom, at the head of 
his respective school, inculcates his peculiar 
opinions But the Christian abolitionists, or 
anti-slavery citizens of the North, desire no such 
means to be resorted to by Great Britain or the 
‘ United States to deliver the slaves of the South 
‘from their bondage. 
‘is to be effected, and, unless by such a catastro- 
‘phe as Mr. Giprgs invokes, will be effected by 
‘the power of truth working in the minds and 
‘hearts of the southern people.’ ”’ 

Thus the epithets and denunciations of this cor- 
respondent are sent forth ‘* throughout the length 


- 


- 


. 


. 


and breadth of the land’? by means of the Execu- | 
Nor is this all: the writer | 


tive organ in this city. 
has quoted the pitiful attempts of a New York edi- 
tor to associate my name with those of other gen- 


| tlemen on whom he appears to think a degree of 


| breeding overseer. 


odium rests; and by that means to effect his por- 
tion of the work assigned to him by his slave- 
Whi he is doing this, he 
sacrilegiously attempts to pledge the Christian 


| public of the North in favor of an mdefinite con- 


{| 


These remarks were made on the 15th instant, | 


while I was absent from the Hall, but did not ap- 
pear in print until yesterday. I now embrace the 
earliest opportunity of calling the attention of the 


| 


House and of the country to them. Their charac- |, 


ter is obvious. They were intended to be grossly 
offensive. They are as great a violation of the 
rules of this House, of parliamentary decorum, as 
they are Of gentlemanly propriety. I, sir, can 
enter into no personal altercation in this Hall. I 
was not commissioned for that purpose. Were I 
to do so I should forfeit my self-respect, and the 
confidence of a high-minded and patriotic constit- 
uency. 


As explanatory of this personal attack, I will 


i| 
1} 
i| 
| 
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| 
i 
| 
j 
| 
| 


linuation of the crime of slavery. : 
1 shall not attempt to say whether myself, ‘the 


| non-slaveholding States,”’ the ‘‘anti-slavery Chris- 


tians of the free States,”’ or our holy religion, is 


| most slandered by this profoundly “ religious” 


paper. However that may be, an officer of this 
House has sent it forth “ throughout the length 
and breadth of the land.” 

In this connexion I am told that I ought to no- 
tice another coadjutor in this work A person ad- 


_ mitted upon this floor under the rules of the House, 


in consequence of his connexion as a reporter to 
the leading Whig paper of this city, was seen at 
his desk yesterday hawking a certain caricature 
designed to aid the more elevated calumniators in 
their work of detraction. Now, sir, I wish to say 
to the House that this vender of caricatures, the 
New York correspondent of the ‘*Union,”’ the 


| “religious newspaper’’ referred to, the editor of 


the Executive organ, the editor of the ‘Savannah 
Republican,’”’ and the member from Virginia, are 
too late in entering upon their work. I feel no a 


call to the notice of the House some suggestions || prehension of danger from their shafts. They do 
© 


The work of emancipation | 








} 
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| 





Jan. 23, 
not possess the power necessary to hurl them with 
sufficient force to reach me; and my object in thus 
detaining the House is to call public attention to 
some of the parties combined together for the pur- 
pose of overawing members of this House, and to 
prevent them from a discharge of their official duty 
Sir, I trust in God there are many members of 
both political parties who, ere long, will hurl de§- 
ance at such combinations, and who will put forth 
their utmost power to redeem this House and the 
country from the supercilious control of a slave. 
holding faction. 

_Mr. BEDINGER (leave having been granted to 
him for an explanation in reply) rose and said: | 
was not aware, when I made the remarks the 
other day to which the gentleman from Ohio has 
alluded, that he was not in his seat. It is well 
known to those who are well acquainted with me 
that I do not see very well without my glasses, 
and I did not wear them when I spoke. When i 
first rose I was near his seat, and I thought, and 
still think, he was in it at that moment; but I take 
this opportunity to say, that the same words 
would have been uttered by me if I had been cey- 
tain he was in his seat. As to the gentleman's 
not desiring any controversy with me, I can say, 
from the bottom of my heart, that I have quite as 
little desire to have anything like a controversy 
with him. Though I may be ambitious, I cer- 
tainly have no ambition which would prompt me 
to tilt with windmills. 

I regret not that the remarks were made, but 
that they may have aided that gentleman in the 
smallest degree to obtain that notoriety which 
seems to be his whole object here. 


DEFENCES OF THE COUNTRY. 
Mr. HARALSON rose and said, that, by leave 


of the gentleman who was entitled to the floor, 
{[Mr. Capexz,] and to whom he (Mr. H.) had 
spoken privately, he had risen for the purpose of 
asking the unanimous consent ef the House to 
make a report from the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. SCHENCK rose to move that the rules be 
suspended for the purpose of calling the commit- 
tees generally for reports. 

The SPEAKER said, that the question was on 
granting the unanimous consent asked for by the 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Haratson.] 


| Mr. SCHENCK objected; and again submitted 


his motion. 

The SPEAKER said, there was no rule at pre- 
sent in force that could be suspended. The un- 
finished business on which the House was engaged 
was a question of privilege, and, as such, would 
override everything else. The House could only 
entertain any other matter by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HARALSON inquired whether he under- 
stood the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scuenck] as 
objecting to his (Mr. H.'s) motion. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he did object, because 
there were a number of members who desired to 
make reports from committees. 

The SPEAKER said debate could not be enter- 
tained. 

Mr. HARALSON would only remark, he said, 
that the bill which he desired to report related to 
the defences of the country, and that he would 
have been pleased to present it at this time. 

So the report was not made. 

Mr. SCHENCK (the floor having been yielded 
for the purpose by Mr. Capex, and the Speaker 
having intimated that the object which Mr. S. had 
in view might, under the rules, be accomplished 
in such a way) moved to postpone the consideration 
of the unfinished business until the committees 
shall have been called for reports. 

But the motion was rejected. 

CONTESTED ELECTION FROM FLORIDA. 

So the House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business of yesterday, being the report 
of the Committee of Elections, on the subject of 
the contested election from Florida. ; 

Mr. CABELL, the sitting meriber, was entitled 
to the floor. 

Before commencing his rema‘ks, 

Mr. C. inquired of the Speaker whether any 
intervals of time that might be cecupied in expla- 
nations by other gentlemen, should he (Mr. C.) 
yield the floor for that pu , would be consid- 
ered asa of the hour to which the rule would 
confine him? 


The SPEAKER. It is usual so to do. 
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“Mr. KING. But you are not obliged to give 


= CABELL merely wished, he said, to un- 
derstand the matter. 
Mr. C. then proceeded to address the House at 
Jength in support of his right to the seat he held. 
[A report of this speech is in course of prepara- 
tive C. had not concluded” his argument when 
the SPEAKER announced the expiration of the 
no MI. BROCKENBROUGH, leave being grant- 
ed, made a brief explanation pertaining to certain 
remarks of Mr. Cape ct. 
Afier some conversation on the part of several 
entlemen as to this subject— 


or 
> 


ber and the contestar.t to continue their arguments 
without limitation of time. 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. CULVER (of the minority of the commit- 


tee) addressed the House at some length in reply | 
to Mr. Hamu, and in explanation and defence of | 


the positions of the minority report. That report, 
(he stated at the outset of his remarks,) which 
seemed to have been made the target for the shots 
of gentlemen who had participated in the debate, 
was originally drawn up by himself under the or- 


der of the committee as a majority report; but on || 


the change of positions of gentlemen members of 
that committee which had been frequently alluded 
to, it was only necessary to alter its title and it be- 
came the minority report. Hence it was due to 
thegentleman from Michigan, [Mr. Curpman,] who 
was one of the gentlemen whose signature was at- 
tached to it, to state that when it was announced 
that the chairman of the committee [Mr. Hamu} 
intended to bring in his report as the majority re- 
port, the gentleman had not time to look over the 


minority report, but agreeing to its premises and | 


its conclusions, he had concurred in it. 

Mr. C. argued that there had not been received 
suflicient evidence to counterbalance the prima facie 
evidence of the commission of Mr. Capex; that 
the evidence of the returns subsequent to those 
made to the Secretary of State within the thirty 
days required by law, brought forward by Mr. 
BRocKENBROUGH, Was to be considered as ex parte 
and inadmissible—specific notice not having been 
given to Mr. Capecy; and. that Mr. Brocken- 
proven had failed to substantiate the position he 


had taken, that he had received a majority of all | 


the legal votes cast, all the returns not having been 
received up to this time. He adverted to the im- 
portance of arriving at a correct conclusion, not 
only as regarded the case itself, but in view of the 
precedent which its decision would establish, and 
maintained the propriety of postponing action un- 
til further proof could be brought forward. If it 
should then appear that Mr. BrockENBROUGH was 
entitled to the seat, he should be as ready as any 
gentleman to yield it to him. 


Mr. C. yielded in the course of his remarks for | 


purposes of explanation to Messrs. Hamu and 
SeABORN Jones; and having concluded— 

Mr. HAMLIN made further explanation of cer- 
tain details of the action of the committee alluded 
to by Mr. Cunver. 

Mr. DOBBIN (of the majority of the commit- 


tee) defended the action of the committee, and the | 


clam of Mr. Brockensroveu to the seat, on the 
ground that he had alike received a majority of 


the votes returned to the office of the Secretary of |, 


State, according to the strict requirements of the law, 
within the thirty days, and of all the votes, inclu- 
ding those subse uently returned. He sustained 
the propriety of ae division of the question of re- 
turns and of election, maintaining that Mr. B. 
should have received the commission—the true pri- 
ma facie evidence being in his favor—and that the 
House should now give him the seat, as, under 
that state of the case, they could do without dis- 
respect to the great seal of the State. The pres- 
ent sitting member would then become the con- 
testant, in case the matter were further prosecuted; 
and if he succeeded in establishing the fact of his 
election, Mr. D. would cheerfully unite with gen- 
tlemen in the vindication of his right to the seat. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF obtained the floor, and 
moved the Brae question. 

Mr. STEPHENS signifying his desire to ad- 


ress the House to the gentlemen to 
Withdraw his aed - 


THE 





CONGRESSIONAL 


| Mr. BRINKERHOFF declining to accede to 
| the request— 

| The question was taken, and the House refused 
| to second the demand for the previous question— 


|| ayes 74, noes 78. 


Mr. STEPHENS then obtained the floor, and 


|| yielded to a motion to adjourn; which being agreed 


Mr. PENDLETON moved to suspend the rules || 
for the purpose of allowing both the sitting mem- | 








| _ 
| 


to, 
The House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &ce. 


The following petitions and memorials were pre- 


| sented, under the rule, and referred to the appro- 


priate committees: 


By Mr. LIGON: The memorial of John 8. Tyson, admin- 
istrator of Jonathan W. Sherburne, praying compensation 
for services rendered by said Sherburne in constructing a 
buoy at the entrance of Port Royal sound: referred to the 
Committee of Claims. Also,the memorial of Charles Reed- 
er, a meinber of the board of examiners to make experi- 
mental trials in relation to the explosion of steam boilers, 
praying Congress to make provision for the liquidation of 
his claim against the Government for services rendered while 
a member of said board: referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

By Mr. WICK: The memorial of Raymond W. Clark, | 
praying a grant of lands to aid the State of Indiana in the | 
completion of the Central canal in that State: referred to the 


|| Committee on Public Lands. 


By Mr. CULLOM: The petition of Polly Owens, pray- 


| ing to be placed on the pension roll: referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of Mathias Gish, and 


|, 103 other citizens of western Ohio, praying for an appropria- 


tion for the continuance of the Cumberland road. 

By Mr. JAMES THOMPSON: The petition of John Pom- 
roy, of Erie county, Pennsylvania, praying to be released 
from a claim on the part of the United States against him as 
bail of Fowle Crane, deceased; referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. McCRATE: The petition of Freeman Harden, 
and 271 others, asking for an appropriation to buoy out and 
mark the ship channel, commonly called the Muscle Ledge 
channel, in the State of Maine :‘referred to the Committee | 
on Commerce. 

By Mr. PRICE: The memorial of R. P. Havenkany, and 
others, citizens of the State of Missouri, praying for the 
establishment of a mail route from Jacksonville, Llinois, to | 


| Hannibal, in Missouri. 


By Mr. HUNGERFORD: The petition of John Felt, for 
relief; referred to the Committee of Claims. Also, three 
petitions from citizens of Jefferson county, New York, for | 
the erection of suitable fortifications at Sackett’s Harbor. 


Satrurpay, January 24, 1846. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- | 

roved. 

The SPEAKER announced that the unfinished 
business of yesterday was the report of the Com- | 
mittee of Elections in the case of the contested elec- | 
tion from Florida. 

Mf. POLLOCK, on leave given, withdrew from 
the files of the House the papers in the case of | 
William Norris, executor of John Norris, and | 
moved their reference to the Committee of Claims. | 
Ordered accprdingly. 


CONTESTED ELECTION FROM FLORIDA. 


The House resumed the consideration of the re- 
port of the Committee of Elections in this case. 

Mr. STEPHENS was entitled to the floor, and | 
addressed the House on the general merits of the 
case, and in favor of Mr. Casexu’s right to his | 
seat. If the House did not concur with him in 
this view, then he thought that they could come to 
no other conclusion than to adopt the resolution of | 
the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Sims,]} 
thus giving an opportunity for further investiga- | 
| tion. / 

Mr. SEDDON obtained the floor. 

Mr. HAMLIN desired to say a few words in 
| explanation of the course of the committee as to 
| certain points of law. 
| After some conversation, 

Mr.SEDDON proceeded with his remarks, and | 
spoke during the hour in support of the claims of 
Mr. BrockensRovcn. 
| Mr. S.. having concluded, 


| 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
| 
| 


| 
! 
| 
| 
} 





Mr. SAWYER rose, and said that the House 

had now listened to a very long discussion on this 

| question. A number of members, and the con- 

| testing parties themselves, had been heard in favor 

| of their respective claims, and about an equal num- 
| ber of speeches, he thought, had been made on | 
| both sides. The House had a vast deal of other | 
| important business awaiting its action, and he | 
would therefore move the previous question. 





withdraw the motion. 


GLOBE. 


237 


Mr. SAWYER. I should be glad to accom- 
modate the gentleman, but I cannot and will not 
withdraw the demand. 

Mr. CABELL inquired of the Speaker, whether 
the effect of the previous question would be to cut 
off debate on all propositions ? 

The SPEAKER said such would be the effect. 

Mr. CABELL. If the vote were taken on the 
proposition of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
IML A. D. Sims,] will it then be in order to debate 
any other proposition ? 

The SPEA CER. It will not. 

Mr. CABELL was understood to say he would, 
then, make an appeal in his own behalf, that he 
might be heard. 

Mr. DOBBIN asked Mr. Sawyer to withdraw 
the previous question for a moment, to enable him 
(Mr. D.) to add a third resolution to those which 
had been reported from the Committee of Elec- 
tions, 

{Cries of “ No, no; let the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Sawyer] offer it himself. ’”] 

Mr. SAWYER then took in his hand the pro- 
position of Mr. Dossin, and said, I withdraw the 
demand for the previous question; I offer this pro- 
position, and I renew the demand for the previous 
question. 

(This was done amidst very great confusion and 
uproar. ] 

The proposition was read. It declares that the 
adoption of the resolutions of the committee shall 
not a Mr. Case uy from contesting his seat. 

Mr. THOMAS B. KING rose and submitted 
that the contesting member [Mr. Brockensroven | 
had been allowed to speak twenty minutes over 
and above his allotted hour, with the distinet un- 
derstanding that a similar privilege should be al- 
lowed to the sitting member, [Mr. Capen. ] 

The SPEAKER (addressing Mr. Sawyer:) 
Does the gentleman demand the previous quesuon? 

Mr. SAWYER. Ido. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON. I will not vote for 
the previous question, if the gentleman from Flori- 
da will occupy only twenty minutes. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the de- 
mand for the previous question. 

Mr. J. H. EWING rose to a question of order. 
Was it in order for the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Sawyer] to withdraw the demand for the previous 
question, then to submita distinet proposition, and 
renew the demand for the previous question, with- 
out affording an opportunity to a gentleman who 
was on the floor, and who had been recognised by 
the Speaker, to make any remarks? When the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Sawyer] withdrew the 
demand for the previous question, was not the gen- 
tleman who had been recognised by the Speaker 
entitled to the floor? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Sawyer] has no power to submit any prop- 
osition subsequent to the demand for the previous 
question. The proposition of the gentleman from 
Ohio is not in order. The previous question is 
still pending, and is the question before the House. 

Mr. G. DAVIS. I understand that ‘the gentle- 
man from Ohio had withdrawn the demand. 

Mr. SAWYER. I adhere to it. 

Mr. G. DAVIS said, if the House would allow 
him one moment, he would suggest that all gen- 
tlemen, he presumed, expected the question to be 
taken to-day, and, if that object was effected, he 
supposed it would be enough, without pressing the 
question to an instantaneous decision in this way. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 

entleman from Ohio to say that he has not with- 
Sean the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. G. DAVIS. Then | hope it will be voted 
down. 

Mr. HOUSTON expressed the hope that the 
demand would be withdrawn, for the purpose of 
allowing the sitting member to be heard in expla- 


nation, 


Mr. G. DAVIS appealed to Mr. Sawyer to } 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON called for the vote. 

Mr. TIBBATTS said he had understood the 
gentleman from Onio [Mr. Sawyer] first to with- 
draw the demand for the previous question, then 
to offer another proposition— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
moved the previous question. ‘Then the gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Davis] was recognised 
by the Chair. Ifthe gentleman from Ohio with- 
draws the demand for the previous question, then 
the gentleman from Kentucky is entitled to the 


| floor. 
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Mr. SAWYER called for the question. 
The result of a good deal of conversation, and 
of much confusion, on pomnts of order, was, that 


Mr. SAWYER insisted on his original demand | 


or the previous question, (which excluded the 
proposition of Mr. Dossin.) 

And the question being taken on the demand for 
the previous question, the vote stood—ayes 63, 
noes 95. 

Se there was not a second, 

Mr. G. DAVIS then took the floor, and spoke 
in favor of the present right of Mr. Caxe t to his 


seal. 


ed to 

Mr. CABELL, who addressed the House part- 
ly in further support of his claim, and partly in 
personal ¢ xplanation. In the course of his remarks 
some conversation occurred on questions of order. 


Mr. GORDON, after a few remarks, demanded 


the previou question, 


Mr. THOMAS B. KING asked leave to offer | 


an amendment, 

The SPEAKER said it would not be in order. 

Mr. THURMAN moved a call of the House, 
which was ordered, 

And the roll havine been called, 188 members 
answered to their names 

Wiereupon further proceedings on the call were 
dispensed with. 

Mr. 'T. B. KING renewed his motion for leave 
to offer an amendment; which was refused. 

And the question on the demand for 
the previous question, there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Which main question vas first on the two reso- 
lutions reported from the majority of the Commit- 
tee of Elections. 

And the SPEAKER having so stated— 

Mr. McGAUGHEY asked a division’ of the 
anestion: which was ordered, 

Mr. W. HUNT inquired of the Chair whether 
the main question would not be first on the amend- 
eentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 


recurring 


ment of the 
Sims. | 

The SPEAKER said that the proposition of the 
from South Carolina [Mr. Sims] was 
a motiont to recommit, and had therefore been cut 
off by the previous question, 

Mr. MecGAUGHEY, Mr. VANCE, and other 
members, demanded the yeas and nays on the main 
question; W hich were ordered 

And the question was then taken—first, on the 
following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, ‘That Edward C. Cabell, returned to 
this House as a member thereof from the State of 
Florida, is not entitled to his seat. 

And it was decided in the affirmative, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, 
Bedinger, Benton, James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Brinkerholf, William G. Brown, Cathcart, Augus- 
tus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Cobb, 
Collis, Cullem, Cummins, Daniel, Dargan, De 
Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Douglass, Dunlap, Ed- 
sall. Ellsworth, Erdman, Ficklin, Foster, Frics, 
Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Grover, Ham- 
lin, Haralson, Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, Houth, 
George S. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hun- 
coerford, James B. Hunt, Hunter, Jenkins, James 
H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, George W. Jones, 
Seaborn Jones, Kennedy, Preston King, Leake, 
Leib, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, MeClean, Me- 
Clelland, MeClernand, McConnell, McCrate, Me- 
Dowell, McKay, John P. Martin, Barclay Mar- 
tin, Morris, Moulton, Norris, Owen, Payne, Per- 
rill, Perry, Phi Ips, Price, Re id, Relte, Ritte I, Rob- 
erts, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Seddon, Leonard 
ti. Sims. Simpson, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, 
Sianton, Starkweather, St. John, Strong, Sykes, 
James ‘Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, 
'Tibbatts, Tredway, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wil- 
liams, Wilmot, Woodward, Yell, and Yost—105. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, 
Arnold, Ashmun, Baker, Barringer, Bell, Brod- 
head, Milton Brown, Buffington, Burt, William 
W. Campbell, John H, Campbell, John G. Chap- 
man, Chipman, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, Cro- 


rentieman 


, 
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Vr. GORDON next obtained the floor, but yield- 





ington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Andrew John- || 


son, Daniel P. King, Thomas Butler King, Lewis, 


| Levin, Long, McGaughey, McHenry, Mellvaine, 


vier, Culver, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Delano, Dix- | 


on, John H, Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Gentry, 
Giddings, Graham, Grinnell, Hampton, Harper, 


Herrick, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, John W. | 


Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Huds--, Wash- 


Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Pendleton, Pollock, Ram- 


sey, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, | 
Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Alexander D. Sims, | 


‘Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. 
Stephens, Strohm, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Ben- 
jamin Thompson, Tilden, Toombs, Trumbo, 
Vance, Vinton, White, Winthrop, Woodruff, 
Wright, and Young—79. 


Smith, | 


So the House decided that Mr. CABELL was not | 


entitled to a seat in this House. 


And the question was then taken on the second | 


resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That Wittiam H. BrockensroveGu is 
entitled to a seat in this House as a representative 
from the State of Florida. 


And it was decided in the affirmative, as follows: | 
And it lecided in the afl tive, as follow 
YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, | 


Bedinger, Biggs, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Wil- 


liam G. Brown, Catheart, Augustus A. Chapman, 


teuben Chapman, Chase, Cobb, Collin, Cullom, 
Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, Jeffer- 
son Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dunlap, 


Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, Ficklin, Foster, Fries, | 


Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Grover, Ham- 
lin, Haralson, Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, Hough, 
Hungerford, James Bb. Hunt, Jenkins, James H. 
Johnson, Joseph Johnson, George W. Jones, Sea- 
born Jones, Kennedy, Preston King, Leake, Leib, 
Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean, McClelland, 
MeClernand, MeConnell, MeCrate, McDowell, 
MeKay, John P. Martin, Barclay Martin, Mor- 
ris, Moulton, Owen, Payne, Perrill, Perry, Phelps, 
Price, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Russell, Saw- 
telle, Sawyer, Seddon, Leonard H. Sims, Simp- 
son, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Stark- 
weather, Strong, Sykes, James ‘Thompson, Jacob 
‘Thompson, Thurman, ‘Tibbatts, Tredway, Went- 
worth, Wheaton, Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, 
Yell, and Y ost—100. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q@. Adams, Ar- 
nold, Ashmun, Baker, Barringer, Bell, James A. 
Black, Brodhead, Milton Brown, Buiington, Burt, 
William W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, John 
G. Chapman, Chipmen, Cocke, Collamer, Cran- 
ston, Crozier, Culver, Darragh, Garrett Davis, 
Delano, Dixon, Douglass, John H. Ewing, Edwin 
H. Lwing, Gentry, Giddings, Graham, Hampton, 
Harper, Herrick, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, John 
W. Houston, E. W. Hubard, Samuel D. Hub- 
bard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Hunter, Jo- 
seph R. Ingersoll, Andrew Johnson, Daniel P. 
King, Thomas B. King, Lewis, Levin, Long, 
MeGaughey, McHenry, Meclivaine, Marsh, Mil- 
ler, Moseley, Norris, Pendleton, Pollock, Ramsey, 
Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root,Schenck, 
Seaman, Severance, Alexander D. Sims, Truman 
Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, 
St. John, Strohm, Thibodeaux, Benjamin Thomp- 
son, Tilden, Toombs, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, 
White, Winthrop, Woodruff, Wright, and Young 


alta 
So the House decided that Mr. Brockensrovucn 
was entitled to a seat in this House. 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved a reconsider- 
ation of the vote on the second resolution, with 


the intention (as he subsequently explained) of 


moving a reconsideration of the first resolution, so 
as to leave matters for the present in statu quo. 
And Mr. T. sent to the Clerk’s table the follow- 


ing proposition, which he intended to offer, should || 


the motion for reconsideration prevail. 

Whereas E. C. Capen. having stated to this 
House that there are other preeincts in the State 
of Florida, at which an election was held on the 
6th day of October, 1845, for representative in 
Congress from said State, and that no return has 
been made of said votes; that he has reason to be- 
lieve, and does believe, that if said votes had been 
returned and counted, he would have had the ma- 
jority of the legally qualified voters of said State; 


that he has reason to believe, and does believe, | 


that if time were allowed him he could make such 
roof of the election of votes as would satisfy this 
{ouse that he is entitled to the seat he now oceu- 
a for and during the term of the 29th Congress: 
de it, therefore, 
Resolved, That the case of the contested election 
from the State of Florida for Representative in the 
29th Congress be continued until the 





February, 1846; that the parties have leave te take | 
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_ proof u, on due notice given; and that the said fF 
C. Casext be not precluded from contestiy> the 
seat of said BrockenBRoveu. 


Mr. T. briefly supported his motion, and de. 
manded the previous question. 
There was a second. 
And the main question was ordered to be taken 
Mr. HAMLIN agked the yeas and nays on tho. 
main question; which were ordered, ~ 
And (after some conversation, and an ineffect, i] 
_ motion to adjourn) the question, * Wil! the Ho 
reconsider the vote by which the second reso|y)1 
was adopted,’’ was taken, and decided as fol\oy 
* YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams. Ay. 
nold, Ashmun, Baker, Barringer, Bell, Pept... 
James A. Black, Brodhead, Milton Brown. Pye 
fington, Burt, William W. Campbell, John © 
Chapman, Chipman, Cocke, Cranston, Crozicy 
Culver, Darrach, Garrett Davis, Delano, Dix. 
Douglass, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. }y, 
Gentry, Giddings, Graham, Grinnell, Haipton’ 
Harper, Herrick, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, Joh, 
| W. Houston, G. 8S. Houston, E. W. Huhord 
Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washineton | 
Hunter, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Andrew Joly 
Daniel P. King, Thomas B. King, Lewis, Leyi), 
| Long, McHenry, Mellvaine, Marsh, Miller, M isv- 
ley, Norris, Pendleton, Pollock, Julius Roclaw: 
John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Schenck, S 
man, Severance, A. D. Sims, Truman Smith, A}- 


a 


a 


n 


' 


bert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert S 
Stephens, St. John, Strohm, Thibodeaux, T)on- 
asson, Benjamin Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 


Tilden, Toombs, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Whit 
Winthrop, Woodruff, Wright, and Young—s7. 
NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson 
sedinger, Biggs, Bowlin, Boyd, Brink 
William G. Brown, Catheart, Augustus A. € 
man, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Cobb, C 7 
| Cullom, Cummins, Cunningham, Dargan, Jefer- 
son Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dun!np, 
Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, Ficklin, Fries, Gay- 
vin, Goodyear, Gordon, Grover, Hamlin, H 
son, Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, Hough, Hunger- 
ford, James B. Hunt, Jenkins, J. H. Johnson, 
Joseph Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn J 
Kennedy, Preston King, Leake, Leib, Lumpkin, 
Maclay, McClean, McClelland McClernand, Me- 
Crate, McDowell, McKay, John P. Martin, Bor- 
clay Martin, Morris, Moulton, Perrill, Perry, 
Pettit, Phelps, Price, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, 
Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Seddon, Leonard H. 
Sims, Simpson, Thomas Smith, Stanton, Stark- 
weather, Strong, Sykes, James Thompson, Thur 
man, Tibbatts, Tredway, Wentworth, Whi 
Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, Yell, and Yost 
—91. 
So the vote was not reconsidered. 


Mr. HAMLIN having risen and stated that Mr. 
| BRocKENBROUGH Was in attendance, and ready to 
take the oath, 

Mr. B. appeared, was qualified, and took his 
seat. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON (leave having been 
denied) moved a suspension of the rules to enayie 
him to offer a resolution; which, after a re cital of 
a similar character to that above given, concludes 

| as follows: 

Resolved, That the said Epwarp C. Canes 
be not precluded from contesting the seat ot | 
| said Brockensroveu, if he shall hereafter (ink 
proper to do so. 

And pending this motion the House, at a very 
|| late hour, adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions and memorials wer? 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. MeCLELLAND: The petition of Guy Carpen'’", 
praying Congress to appropriate land for draining Cotton 
wood Swamp, Lenawee county, Michigan. The petition 

|| Henry Dishow, for compensation for losses, &c., durin 
| last war. The claim of Guy Carpenter, for expenses, *' ” 
|| incurred on account of sickness during his services 1" U'* 
|| Black Hawk war as a volunteer, ee 
|| By Mr. RUSSELL: The petition of Thomas Badger, 
|| Clinton county, New York, for an invalid pension: refer’ 

|| to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. A resolution that 
| the petition of Thomas Badger for an invalid pension, her , 
|| tofore Poa to the House, be taken from tlie files, 4 

j 








referred to the same committee. 3 “ 
| By Mr. SEAMAN: The petition of John Murphy fr @ 


day Of || pension: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pev- 


sions. 
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. py Mr. THURMAN: The petition of Thomas Scott, of 


Ohio: referred to the Committee of Claims. . 

ny Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of Mary Stanton, 
of kane county, Illinois, for a pension: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. The petition of 
sundry citizens of Du Page county, lilinois, for abolishing 
javery in the District of Columbia. From the same, against 
the annexation of Texas : referred to the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, The petition of sundry citizens of Bloomington, 
MeLean county, illinois, for a congress of nations: reierred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. , 

Ry Mr. ABBOTT: The petition of Samuel C. Jackson 
and forty-nine others, citizens of West Andover, in the State 
of Massachusetts, praying that, for the settlement of national 
disputes, provision may be made by law, or in any constitu- 
tional way, fora proposal to other Governments that a con- 
gress of nations may be assembled, to form a code of inter- 
national law, by which their varying interests may be deter- 
mined. 





IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, January 26, 1846. 
© The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate an 


additional document in relation to the memorial of 
certain officers of the army on the subject of bre- 
yet and staff rank; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER presented the petition 
of the administrators of Richard Harris and of 
Nimrod Farrow, deceased, praying for remunera- 
tion for loss sustained in consequence of the breach 
of their contract with the United States Govern- 
ment by said Government, in the erection of a 
fort on Dauphin island; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. STURGEON presented two memorials of 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying the construction 
of harbors on the eastern side of Reedy island 
and at Bomba Hook, in the Delaware river; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ARCHER presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Stark Jett, administrator of Thomas Jett, de- 
ceased, praying the payment of certain outstand- 
ing loan-office certificates said to have been lost or 
destroved; which was referred to the Conimittee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of James 
L. Sawyer, praying compensation for services 
rendered as clerk in the office of the collector of 
the port of New York; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CASS presented the petition of Henry 
Northrup, praying compensation for a horse, sad- 
dle, and bridle, lost in the military service of the 
United States; which was referred to the Com- 
inittee on Claims. 

Mr. BENTON submitted a document exhibit- 
ing the amount of bounties on exported salt pro- 
visions and pickled fish, allowances to vessels 
employed in the fisheries, and drawback on do- 
mestic refined sugar exported, and net duty on, 
salt imported from the commencement of the Gov- 
ernment to the 20th of June, 1845; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. BAGBY presented the memorial of James 
H. Causten and others, praying the payment of 
the certificates issued by the United States, under 
the Mexican convention, to claimants in whose 
favor awards have been made by_said convention; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, and ordered to be printed. = 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


_Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the petition of citi- | 
zens of Portsmouth, N. H., and others, asking for | 
the adoption of measures to secure the amicable 
adjustment of all international difficulties, asked 
that said committee be discharged from the further | 
consideration of said petition; which was granted. | 

Mr. A. also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the petition of John A. Ragan, ask- | 
ing compensation for acting as counsel of the Uni- | 
ted States in a certain suit, asked that said commit- | 
tee be discharged from the further consideration of | 
the petition, and that it be referred to the Commit- || 
tee on Indian Affairs; which request was agreed to. | 

Mr. A. also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of sundry merchants of || 
the city of New York in relation to seamen’s wa- 
ges, further reported ‘‘A bill in relation to seamen’s 
Wages; which was read and passed to a second 
reading; the petition accompanying the bill was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. A., from the same committee, to whom was 
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referred the petition of Thomas Cowperthwaite, 
together with certain resolutions passed by the 
Legislatures of New Hampshire and Georgia, peti- 
tioning Congress to take measures for the publica- 
tion of the decisions of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and their distribution among the 
several States and Territories of the Union, report- 
ed a bill to effect said object; which was read and 
passed to a second reading. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred a pe- 
titton of the inhabitants of Paducah, Kentucky, 
praying that Francis A. Harrison, postmaster ‘at 
Paducah, may not be allowed to suffer loss in 
consequence of the burning of the Post Office at 
that place, reported a bill for the relief of said post- 
master ; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. HANNEGAN submitted the following res- 
olution, which was agreed to : 

Resolved, 'That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be directed to inquire into the merits and advan- 
tages of Richard I. Loper’s patent submerged pro- 
peller; his improved patent mode of elevating and 
depressing propellers of steam vessels, when sail- 
ing at sea, or laying-to in a gale of wind; also his 
patent improved propeller steam engine; and report 
upon the adaptation of the same for naval purposes, 
especially for speedily converting sailing ships into 


the most effective class of war-steamers. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of pur- 
chasing for the use of the Senate —— number of 
a book entitled An Accountof the Condition of the 
Oregon Territory, its soil, climate, and geographi- 
cal position, together with a statement of the claims 
of Russia, Spain, Great Britain, and the United 
States, secently published in this city by Wyndham 
Robinson, jr. 

OREGON. 

Mr. MANGUM rose to offer, or rather to give 
notice of an amendment which he proposed to 
offer, to the resolution, in the form of an amend- 
ment, which had been submitted by his honorable 
friend from Kentucky, [Mr. Crittenpen,]} and 
which was before the Senate. In doing so, he 
adopted but the conception of an honorable friend 
in the other House, Mr. Kine, of Georgia. On 
consultation with that geentleman, he found his 
views to approximate with those which he himself 
entertained, with but a slight disagreement only. 
He hoped that the resolution would be now read, 
so that, in connexion, the amendment which he 
proposed to submit would be properly understood. 
The question, in his opinion, was one of great 
importance. The resolution which had been offer- 
ed by the Senator from Kentucky, as far as it 
went, was in coincidence, at least, with his own 
views; but he thought it stopped short of the ne- 
cessities of the case. At all events, he desired that 
his own views should be presented to his own 
constituents. He asked that, by the courtesy of 
the Senate, the resolution of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky be first read; and it was read, as follows, 
Viz: 


‘*\ Resolution concerning the Territory of Oregon. | 


% Whereas, by the convention concluded the 20th 


day of October, 1818, between the United States of 


America and the King of the United Kingdom of 


Great Britain and Ireland, for the period of ten | 
years, and afterwards indefinitely extended and | 
continued in force by another convention of the | 
same parties, concluded the 6th day of August, | 


1827, it was agreed that any country that was 


claimed by either party on the northwest coast of | 
America, west of the Stony or Rocky mountains, | 
, commonly called the Oregon Territory, should, to- 
| gether with its harbors, bays, and creeks, and the 


navigation of all rivers within the same, be ‘ free 


and open’ to the vessels, citizens, and subjects of | 


the two powers, but without prejudice to any claim 


| which either of the — might have to any part 


of said country; and with this further provision in 
the 3d article of the said convention of the 6th of 
August, 1827, that either party might abrogate and 
annul the said convention, on giving due notice of 
twelve months to the other contracting party: 
‘¢sAnd whereas it has now become desirable that 
the respective claims of the United States and 
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Great Britain should be definitely settled; and that 
said territory may no longer than need be remain 
subject to the evil consequences of the divided al- 
legianee of its American and British population, 
and of the confusion and conflicts of national juris 
dictions, dangerous to the cherished peace and good 
understanding of the two countries: 

** With a view, therefore, that steps be taken for 
the abrogation of the said convention of the 6th 
August, 1827, in the mode preseribed in the 2d 
article, and that the attention of the Governments 
of both countries may be the more earnestly and 
immediate ly directed to renewed eflorts for the set- 
tlement of all their differences and disputes in re- 
Spect to said territory : 

** Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
lives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, authorized, at his diseretion, to 
give to the British Government the notice required 
by its said 2d article for the abrogation of wil 
vention of the 6th August, 1827: Provided, how- 
ever, That, in order to afford ample time and op- 
portunity for the amicable settlement and adjust- 
ment of all their differences and disputes in respect 
to said territory, said notice ought not to be given 
till after the close of the present session of Con- 


*? 
eress, 


Cone 


The following is the amendment which Mr. 
Manxeum proposes to submit, viz: 

** Provided further, That the said notice shall be 
accompanied with a proposition from this Govern- 
ment to submit the claims of the United States and 
Great Britain to said te rritoery, to the arbitration of 
a person or persons qualified to determine upon 
their respective rights in and to the same, whose 
decision shall be binding upon both nations, 

** Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be, 
and hereby is, instructed (the Tlouse of Represen- 
tatives concurring) to report a bill organizin: 
territorial government in Oreron, to &o into opera- 
tion at the expiration of the notice aforesaid, ter- 
minating the existing convention hetween the two 
covernments, unless the President, in his discre- 
tion and by proclamation, shall suspend the same, 
which he is authorized to do, until a reasonable 
time after the meeting of the next session of Con- 
eress thereafter: Provided, That, at that time, the 
rights of the respective nations to the territory in 
dispute shall not have beew de finitely de termined 
by negotiation or arbitration: “nd, further, That a 
copy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions 
shall accompany the notice to the Government of 
Great Britain herein provided for.” 

The amendment was ordered to be printed for 
the use of the Senate. 
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EUROPEAN INTERFERENCE IN 
AFFAIRS. 

Mr. ALLEN rose to call up the motion laying on 
the table a motion made by him some days previous 
for leave to introduce a joint resolution in refer- 
ence to the interference of foreign Powers in the 
aflairs of this continent. He reminded the Senate 
that he had given notice that on last Friday he 
would move the Senate to take up that motion; 
but, as the Senate had adjourned over on Thurs- 
day last till this day, (Monday,) he had not had 
the opportunity of making this motion at the time 
he had named. He therefore embraced the pre- 
sent oecasion of submitting to the Senate the mo- 
tion to take from the table the motion submitted by 
him ‘on a previous day. He called for the yeas 
and nays on the question. 

Mr. BAGBY wished to know what was the mo- 
tion that lay on the table. 

The PRESIDENT. The motion for leave to 
introduce a joint resolution. 

After a short conversation, in which Messrs. 
BAGBY, SPEIGHT, and MANGUM took part, 
relative to the precise nature of the question be- 
fore the Senate, and the presiding officer having 
stated it to be on the taking up from the table the 
consideration of a motion for leave to introduce a 
resolution, notice of the introduction of which had 
been given by the Senator from Ohio, the calling 
of the yeas and nays was proceeded with, and re- 
sulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Ath- 
erton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bright, Cass, Chal- 
mers, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Han- 
negan, Lewis, Niles, Pennybacker, Simmons, 
Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, and Woodbridge—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Cal- 
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_‘utive Government, and threatens to wield the 
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win, Crittenden, Davis, Evans, Greene, Hunting- | it has therefore remained a dead letter upon the 
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ton, Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, 
Miller, Pearce, Phelps, Upham, and Webster—21. 

So the motion was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. CASS then rose, and was proceeding to ad- 
dress the Senate, when he was interrupted by 

Mr. WEBSTER, who inquired if the question 
now before the Senate was, whether leave should 
be given to the Senator from Ohio to introduce his 
resolution. 

This question being answered in the affirmative, 

Mr. CASS proceeded as follows: 

Mr. Paesipent: When this subject was before 


houn, Cameron, T, Clayton, J. M. Clayton, Cor- | But no response was made to it by Congress, and 


history of our intercourse with other nations. But 
it is peculiarly opportune at this time, because it 
has been presented to our consideration in the | 
Message of the President; because it has recently | 
been presented to the Chamber of Deputies by the | 
| 
| 
i 
| 
} 


Prime Minister of France; and because it is, at this | 
moment, practically enforced by French and Brit- 
ish fleets and armies in South America. It is the 
assertion of a great principle—of an everlasting 
principle—of the right of the independent nations 
upon this hemisphere to be free from the control 
of the powers of Europe, and an assertion by the | 


If anything co 
surprise in the Times, such ipuiaia ceae 
might do it. As to its panegyric upon the rine: 
ae of England, as contrasted with those of the 
nited States, I let that pass, contenting myself 
with remarking, that the extent of her power ‘ 
the proof of her moderation, and the means of its 
acquisition of ler justice. I have no disposition 
to engage in this war of abuse. I leave that in 
abler hands—in the hands of the British press, ca- 
tering, | am afraid, for the appetite of the British 
public. 


But, Mr. President, how stand the facts thus 


eri 


the Senate a few days since, 1 rose for the pur- 
pose of expressing my views briefly upon some 


oldest of the family of nations upon this continent, | 


announced and falsified? Mr. Monroe, in his 
made by one for the benefit of all. Nor do | see || 
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points presented for consideration; but | was pre- 
vented by the form which the question assumed. 
I beg leave to do now what | wished to do then, 
and to remind the Senate that the honorable Sena- 
tor from South Carolina, whose enlarged expe- 
rience, and whose far higher qualities than expe- 
rience, demand and command the attention of the 
Senate and the country, expressed the opinion, that, 


by the mode of introduction, in passing over the | 


Committee on Foreign Relations, the honorable 
chairman of thot committee, the introducer of the 
subject, had been wanting in courtesy to the com- 
mittee, and perhaps in his duty to the Senate. I 
cannot thus view this proceeding. 
the member from Ohio, as one of the representa- 
tives of that State, are not diminished by his po- 
sition upon the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
He may at any time bring forward any measure 
he thinks proper upon his own individual respon- 
sibility. And there may well be questions which, 
from their nature, require unusual solemnity, which 
may demand amore formal mode of introduction, 
and to which it may be proper to call the attention 
of the Senate, in order that the attention of the com- 
mittee may be more seriously directed to them. 
‘Vhis mode of proceeding does not preclude the 
action of the committee. 
the Senator from Ohio is that his resolution be re- 


The rights of 


The very proposition of 


that it has the least connexion with our controversy 
with England. That is a question of title. She 
has got possession, by an improvident act of ours, 
of a portion of our territory, and we propose to 
serve her with a notice which may become a notice 
to quit. But this is quite another matter, having 
no exclusive relation to England, but involving far 
other considerations, and leading to far other re- 
sults. And the English papers which arrived by the 
mail of yesterday morning show the necessity of 
putting ourselves right upon vhis great question. | 
‘The strangest misapprehension, or { might rather | 
say misrepresentation, prevails on this subject in | 
England. The Spectator and the Times—the tormer 
rather fairly disposed, and the latter disposed for all | 
mischief—both represent the President’s declaration | 
upon this subject as a direct interference with the | 
rights of European Powers holding possessions 
upon this continent. And stranger yet, the Spec- 
lator represents the measures proposed by the Pre- 
sident, as the consequence of the very principle | 
denounced by him, It states ‘‘ that the immediate 

‘application of the abstract principle is made to 

‘ Oregon;’’ and then adds, that ** the President ad- | 
‘vises Congress to arm and organize the militia || 
‘that they may be prepared to receive all, commu- | 
‘ nities already settled on the North American con- || 
‘tinent into the bosom of the Union, and prevent 


| Just or more explicit? 


Message in 1823, expressly said, ‘ with the ex. 


| ‘ isting colonies or dependencies of any European 
| * Power, we have not interfered, and 
| ‘terfere.” ‘* But with the Governments who haye 


shall not in- 


‘ dec-ared their independence, and maintained jt 
‘and whose independence we have, on great con. 
‘ sideration and just principles, acknowledged, we 


| *could not view any interference for the purpose 


‘of oppressing them, or controlling in any other 
* manner their destiny by any European Power in 
‘any other light than as a manifestation of an un- 
‘friendly disposition towards the United States.” 

Mr. Polk says: ‘ Existing rights of European 
nations should be respected.’ What can be more 
As to what is called the 
principle of anti-colonization, it is thus announced 
by Mr. Monroe, and repeated by Mr. Polk: “The 
‘ American continents, by the free and independent 
‘condition which they have assumed and main- 
‘tained, are henceforth not to be considered as sub- 
‘jects for future colonization by any European 
‘Power.” All this is very clear and very just. It 
means that the independent States upon this con- 
tinent are not again to be reduced to European 
colonies. ‘*The people of the United States,” 
says Mr. Polk, “‘ cannot, therefore, view with in- 
‘ difference attempts of European Powers to inter- 
‘ fere with the independent action of the nations 
‘on this continent.’’ ‘ But in regard to the con- 
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a ferred to the committee, that it may be there con- | ‘ the colonization of any part of the contnent by || ‘ tinents,” says Mr. Monroe, “ circumstances are 
i sidered and changed, if change be deemed neces- | ‘ European nations.” A more impudent perver- || ‘ evidently and conspicuously different. It is im- 
i f; sary, and then be brought forward for discussion | sion of a public document was never made; but it || ‘ possible that the Allied Powers should extend 
+ here. All this, it seems to me, is courteous to- || will run its race, and fulfil its task, and many an || ‘ their political existence to any portions of either 
if A wards the committee, and not liable to the censure | honest Englishman will believe that this Govern- || ‘ continent, without endangering our peace and 
as of the Senate. It is due to the chairman of the | ment is seeking with the strong hand to seize the || ‘happiness. Nor can any one believe that our 
i ‘d Committee on Foreign Relations to say that he did | British colonies. The Times, as usual, is yet bolder || ‘ southern brethren, if left to themselves, would 
3 hy mention to myself, and 1 imagine to other mem- |«in its denunciation, and more reckless in its asser- || adopt it of their own accord. It is equally im- 
: bers, his intention to introduce a resolution upon | tions. Itsays: ‘* Mr. Polk declares, in the most ex- || * possible, therefore, that we should behold such 

4 this subject as an individual member of this body. | ‘ plicitlanguage, that so far asthe continent of North || ¢ interference in any form with indifference.” 
. a 1 will add too, sir, that I fully approve the general | ‘ America extends, the United States are deter- || And yet two eminent English journals, and very 


” 


object of protesting against the application of a || ‘mined to warn off every intruder. 
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faise and dangerous doctrine to the free States of 
this continent, though I do not commit myself to 
any specific course of action, nor to any particular 
phraseology; and I have no doubt such are the 
views of the honorable mover of the resolution; 
and it is very easy fer him, if he thinks proper, 
with a view to greater unanimity, to make a modi- 
fication of a part of his resolution, which will leave 
wholly untouched its general purport, but which 
will obviate the principal, and, as it strikes me, 
the only substantial objection I have heard to his 
proposition. 

It seems to me, sir, it will very rarely happen 
that a subject will be proposed by a member of 
this body for the consideration of the Senate, and I 
may add, of the nation, which is not worthy of a 
passing thought, or word, or action—which ought 
to be instantly, and in fact thereby indignantly re- 
pelled, without consideration. But most certainly 


if a subject is sufficiently important to demand at- | 


tention, and opportune in point of time, it ought 


not to be thrown under your desks, and then trod- {| 


** Hence they | 
‘not only assail the particular rights and posses- 

‘ sions of their neighbors, upon which at one time 

‘or another they chance to have cast their furtive | 
‘eyes, but they violate the whole system of the po- 
‘ litical economy of the world, and proclaim a direct | 
‘ hostility to all the principles of civilized nations.” 
‘* Nay, wo must also infer from the language of 
‘the President that existing rights and settlements 
‘are held by a questionable tenure, and that all the 
‘various dependencies of Britain, Russia, Spain, 
‘ France, Holland, Belgium, and the Baltic Powers, 
‘in and about the soil of North America, await the 
‘ application of the grand principle of absorption; 
‘ whilst the independent Governments of a purely | 
‘ American character, such as Mexico and Guate- 
‘mala, are already condemned to successive sp@lia- 
‘tions. We are not now pleading our own cause 
‘in the question of Oregon, or writing with refer- | 
‘ence to the encroachments which must ere long | 
‘be directed against the oldest British settlements | 
‘in North America, if such a principle as this is al- | 
‘lowed to prevail. For the maintenance of those | 


| colonies. 
| thus held or claimed. 


probably more, have, with great obtuseness of in- 


| tellect, or from some worse motive, represented 
| the doctrine thus laid down as the assertion of a 


principle which would not only prevent European 
Powers, possessing colonies upon this hemisphere, 
from improving them and augmenting their popu- 


| lation by emigration, but also from holding them. 
| Both Mr. Monroe and Mr. Polk well knew that 


from the arctic circle to Cape Horn, this continent 
was divided into independent States and European 
There is not a foot of it which is not 
They both disclaimed all 
interference with European rights; and in the 


very message of Mr. Polk announcing this doc- 


trine, he announces also that he had made a pro- 
position to England by which, if acce ted, she 
would have secured a most extensive and valuable 
region upon the Pacific. No one out of a lunatic 
asylum, or who ought to be out of it, can suppose 
that while stating this offer, he could state also 
that England could not occupy, nor settle, nor im- 
prove the country. His views, as well as those 
are clear enough if no perver- 


of his predecessor, 


sion is sought. The status quo of the independent 
nations is to exist. They are not to be conv 

into colonies. No system of colonization is to be 
again applied to them. Mr. Monroe’s principle 
| of non-interference extends to the whole contnent. 
Mr. Polk’s, with more caution, is limited to North 
America, as that portion of the continent more 
| immediately connected with our rights and our In 


den under your feet. Is this matter important? 
is its presentation opportune? I suppose no one 
will question its importance. It involves a subject | 
whose limit in space is the boundaries of this con- | 
tinent, and whose limit in time is perhaps the du- 

i ration of the destinies of the people who may in- | 
habit it. And as to opportunity, such a question 
finds it or makes it. Itis always a proper one. It 


‘rights we are to look directly to the strength of 
‘ England, which inspires a secret dread, even to | 
‘those who have ceased to acknowledge the obli- | 
‘gations of faith and justice.” ‘ If such princi- 
| * ples as these are to regulate the policy of Ameri- 
‘ca, and the relations of States on that continent, 
‘how long will they be excluded from Europe? 
‘ The fashion of attacking the weak, and plunder- 
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has been opportune for twenty years—ever since 


Mr. Monroe first denounced this European inter- | 


ference, and presented it to the consideration of 
Congress, when the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina oceupied a distinguished place in his cab- 
inet, with so much honor to himself and advantage 
to his country—a measure, | presume, which met 


his cordial concurrence, as it did that of the nation. | 


‘ing the helpless, and exalting dubious claims into 
‘rights, will soon find its application here in the 
‘ spirit of the factious minority which deliberates 
‘about war and national honor in the French 
‘Chambers : it is the nature of unscrupulous poli- 
‘tucians all over the world. In Europe we see it 
‘ happily crushed and imprisoned; but in the Uni- 
‘ ted States, it speaks with the voice of the Exec- | 


| 


terests. But both proceed upon the same gene 

principle, that such an interference cannot take 
piace without injury to us, and that we may — 
fore justly protest against it. And it is nota liv 

singular, considering the opposition In the Senate 
to the very consideration of this subject, that Mr. 
Monroe should have stated that, “ It is gratifying 
‘to know that some of the Powers, with whom 
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